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| LIFE « DEATH 
| 3 Of that defervedly Famous Man of GOD, 
| M* John Cotton, 


Late Teacuer of the Church of 
Curist, at BOSTON in 


NE W-ENGLAND), | 


By FQOHN NORTO N, Teacher 
- of the fame Church. 


Heb.13.7.. Remember them which have the rule over you, who have 
_. Spoken unto you the word of God, whofe-faith follow, confidering 


* the end of their converfation. 
Soe 
J LOND ON, 
~ Printed by Tho, Newcomb’ for Lodowick Lloyd, and 
are to be fold at his Shop next the Ca/fle- 
ad Tavern in Cornhill, 1658, 
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The Life and Death 
O F . 


The lare Reverend Teacher of the Church 
of Chrift, at Boon in NEvt-EnGLAnp. 


T isthe priviledg of the bleffed who lived in Heaven, 
whilft they lived onEarth, ‘That they may live on 
_ Earth, whilft they livean Heaven. And "tis a partof 
. the Portion of the Saints, that.(together .with the. 
. beneht of the living) they may enjoy both the life 


Faith, Lifeand Death are , yours. By Faith: eabe/ being Hebr. Ine 4s 
dead many thoufand years fince, yet fpeaketh, and will 

Speak whillfttime fhall.be no more. That the living {peak, 

is.no wonder : buttharthe dead fpeak, is more then miracu- 

Jous. . This; though it be, enough to draw. forth attention 

dcom the fons of men; Who is not affected with. miracles 2 

yet being influenced with a Divine and fpecial Benedition, 

forthe memorial of the Jutt is blefled : To fupprefs. an Inftru- 

ment of fo much good with Hlencezwere-npr onlyunthadkfi 

‘ ‘ A na. Fe 2 


a 


and death of. rhofe, who both lived and dyed in the.1€or. 2.226 ; 
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es 


nefsto the dead, but an injury to the generation prefent, 

and‘to many an onethat is to come..=To »preferve thesme- 

mory -of the bleffed with the Spices and fureet Odors of 

their Excellencies and Weldoing, recorded to potterity, is 

a fuper-Aagyptiaw embalming, and a fervice whichmany tea= 

\ fons perfwadeunto. ;- ATi SEM 

| This wedo as men’, glad to tefcue and folicitousto pre- 

| ferveany excellency inthe Sons of mortality; ‘that may out-. ~ 
Va live Death; defire of continuance in being, is init felf infe- 
perable from being», Dumb piures of deferving men an- 
_ fwer not ingenuous minds capable to retain the memorial of 
7 vertue, the real effigies of their Spitits. Befides unhappy E- 
'y mulation, happily expiring with the'life of the emulated : We 
sreedily own and enjoy fuch Worthies, when they are not, 
. whom envy in agreat Degree bereaved us of, ‘whilft they 

Bee « were. rr ry, 

in gine This we do as Friends, hence the Smyruean Poet of old, 
dors erage = He isa true friend, “who'continueth thememory of his de- 
Bhai aide leotectaay ceafed Friend. And thisisdone; not only in love to them, 
| pera “2G but alfol in love to ourfelves, thereby eafing in part our lofs, 
"cour Ge and faving fo muchof our own lives. He may the better be 
= Nam is demum heard, who teckoned his Friend the one half of Himfelf : 
thames when ‘Mofes,intimates a Friend to be as our own Soul, whillt 
il sash cenit er. Calvin lives, Bexa’s \ife igfweet, when Calvin dyes, death is 

Hewat, ejnfue the moreacceptableunto Beta, hati 

caufa dolet, lie This we do'as Chriftians : The Deeds of thofe: worthies - 
cernon amplins was the fubje@ matter of the fpeech of the’Saints} thefe 
— Suerfies fit, all’ obtained, a sood Report. A confiderable part of the 
ee Ae" Scripture’ is a divine teftimony of what the Faithful have 
done and faffered, recorded unto fucceeding: Generations, 


: 

“4 not only as a memoriatof them, ° but’as'fo many practical des , 
monttrations of the Faithfulnels of God «as fo marty fall and 
glorious triumphs ov er'the World, Sirtand Satan, obtatned 
| : by perfons in tike temptations, “and fabje@ to! bike ‘pafitons 

| With outfelves. A.quickning Motive unto ‘fuch who’ ‘have 
. nies, thefignal prefence of Godin whom, manifefts them to: 
a “have been-fore-appoimted , for the further compleating of 
| oe Gi sik we SX ghat. 
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chat Cloud of Witneffes which elevates the Beholders there- 
of, to lay afide every weight that doth fo eafily befet us, 


and with the fame fpirit to. run the race that is fet before 


us. | | 
- -TheMyftery of God, concerning all the tranfactions of 
his eternal purpofe uponthe Theatre of this World, through- 


our the whole time of time. being fully accomplifhed and 


revealed, (that of Jefus Chrift himfelf excepted ) in none of 
all the work which he hath glorioufly done, will he be ad- 
mired fo much.in-thatday, as in what he hath wrought in 
the lives and deaths of Beleevers, as Beleevers. The fame 
objectis as admirable now asthen,~ that it is not fo much ad- 
mired, is, becaufe itis not feen now fo much as it fhall be 
then. The greateft Obje@ out of Heaven is the life and 
death of fach upon Earth, whoare now inHeaven, You 
may beleeve it, what God hath-done for the Soulof the feaft 
Saint of fome few yearscontinuance,. were it digefted into 
‘Order, would make a volume full-of temptations, fignes, and 
wonders: A wonderful Hiftory, becaufe a Hiftory of fuch 
experiences, each one whereof is more then a Wonder. No 


| ‘ereater a@s then their ebedience, both Active and Paftive 


‘unto the death. The fafferings of the Apoftles may well be 
yeckoned-amongit the Ads of the ‘Apoitles. No greater 
Monuments then their Regifter : To liveand die inthe Faith 
“of Jefus ; to’ do things worthy to bewritten, and to write 
things worthy to be done, both isgood,-and doth good. *Tis 
etter with William Huster, then with widiam the Gonque- 
vor, °Tis betterto have a name in the Book of Martyrs then 


an the Bookeof Chronicles. : Martial Conquerors conquer: 


Bodies, by-detroying. Confeffors conquer Souls, by fave- 


‘ing, © They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and the’ 
word of his Teftimony, and loved not their livesunto the 
death: Amongft thefe, as the Age that now is- (through: 


°Grace) hath abounded with many worthies, fo This Eminent 
-Servant-of God, the fabjed of our prefent meditation, may 


-vithout wrong unto any be placed. amongft the firft Three..- 


Had it p'zafed the only wife God to have put it into his heart 


orohave imitated Pains, in leaving behind him the bifory:. 
: “ye ’ : A 3 rw } its 2 
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His birth. 
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of his ownLife, how many would have gladlyreceived it, 
as Elifpa did the Mantle which fell from Edijab, when he 
was caught up and carried from him into Heaven : But Dir 
vine Providence otherwife difpofing, it remains that they 
who have known his do@rine, manner of Life, purpofe, 
Faith, Long-fuffering, Love, Patience, Perfecutions, and 
affiiction, do not fuffer fucha Light to behid under.a Bufhel, 
but put iton a Candleftick,that it may give light to them that 
are inthe Houfe. rae 2 
HisBirth-place, Derby, we fhall not detainthe Readerat, 
though a Scituationin refpect of the purity, and frequent 
Agitation of theair, sactempered (in the jadgment of the 
Orator)for thebreeding of better Wits,Creatures are in their 
kind fubfervient;but,tis God,(not the air) who puts Wifdom 
into the inward parts, and giveth underftanding to,the heart. 
Asthe wifeman andthe Fool die, fo are they both ordina- 
rily born inthe fameplace.. The glory of every good and 


_ perfed gift referved for the Father of Lights. 


Lec it be fufficient to acknowledge both the place an hor 
nor to the perfon, and the perfon an honor to the place. 
What Bafl fometime commended inthe Adartyrs, the fame 
is to-be looked at in our Confefler (or Martyr, which you 
pleafe) namely, that his praifecis.not to bederived from his 
Country here below, whereinhe was born: But fromhisRe- _ 
lationunto that Hieru/alem which is above, where he was 
inftrumentally born again, according unto Grace. . The 
meéreyof a-good Defcent which the joint-confent of allige- 
erations, hath always vored not to bethe sleaft-part of out- 
ward happinefs,God bleffed himwith from the womb. - His 
parents being perfons of confiderable quality, and of good 


‘reputation. Their condition, asto the things of this Life, 
‘corfipetent ;. neither unable to defray the -expence of his 


education'invfiterature, nor fo abounding as tobe.a tempta- 


‘tion on the other ‘hand-unro the neglect thereof. Crates the 
‘Philofopher would.needsgo nto the highelt place. of the 


City and cry inthe audience of all'the people, O:men t.whe- 


“ther goye? why take ye fomuch pains to gather riches for — 
t ‘yout'Childrenjand:have nocareto tain. them up,who.fhould | 


enjoy 
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The Life of M® Jon N CoTrTon. 
enjoy them ?. And Péstarch was wont to fay, that he would 
- add but this one thing’ thereunto; That fuchmen as thefe 
were, are very like’ to them who are very careful for the 
fhooe, and take no care for the foot. But God'who had pre-’ 
determined this then tender plant to bea Tree of Life for the 
feeding of many thoufands, to be a chofen Veffel to bear his 
name before thé Nations ; in way thereunto infpired Ins 
Parents with: an effectuall folliciude concerning the order- 
ingof the child in his Minority. The Grecians called Ti- i 
mous Erudition, Paideias The word it felfa loudadmonition 4, ,,;,, ee 
to wife Fathers, ot to fuffer the Childith years of their Of : gy 
fpring, to pats away without difcipline. Though vain man | 
would be wife, yet tnay he be compared to the Cubb, as well = 

déto the wild Affes-Colt: : Now we know the Bear when fhe i 
bringeth forth her young ones, they arean ifl-favoured lump, @ 
- ga maffewithout thape, but by continuall licking, they are : 

Brougtic cofome form. Children are called Infants of the Lam. 2. 20. i 
palms, or Ediications, notbec aufe they are but-a fpanin nS 
Jength, but becaufe the Midwife, as foon’as they: are born, = sbhyyy a 
ftretcheth out their joynts with her hand; that they may be naw a 
more ftreighe afterwards oe A: 
“phis care in the Patents was quickly aboveexpectation. 
encouraged in the Fieft Fruits of their young Sons: profici- 
ency, more and more inereafing sreat hopes concerning him: | 
throughout the whole time of his minority, wherein he was: . S 

| 


trained upin the Grammar-School of Derdy , Three ingre- 
dientsieA?iftor/e requifés to compleata man: An innate €x~ 
~ celletiey of Wit, Tafttuction,;and Government : The two 
Jat we have by nature,in them man isTaftramental: The fir 
we have by nature more immediately from God. ‘This na- 
tive aptitude of mind, which is indeed’a peculiar gift of 
God, the Naturalift calls the fparklings and feeds of vertue, . 
_and looked at'them’ asthe principles and foundation of bet- 
ter education. Thefe, the Godly-wife advife fach to whom 
the infpe@ion of Youth is committed, to attend unto; as 4... afhit- 
Springe-mafters were wont totake a tryal of the vertue latent cst ; ae ey 
in'Waters, by the morning-vapours that afeend frona them. mati.Clem. - 
The Husbandman perceiving the nature ofthe foyle, fits Alea: . 
*3oifahib, it - 
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it with fuitable feed: A towardly Difpofition is-worfe then. 
loft without Education. The firftimpreffion finks deep, and .. 

abides long. The mannersand learning of the Scholar, de- 
‘pend not alittle upon the manners and teaching of the Ma~ 
fter. Phyficians tellus, that thefault of the firft concoction. 
is not corrigible by the fecond; and: experience fheweth, 
that errors committed in youth through defe& of education, 
are difficultly cured inage. Aephibofbeth haltethrall his life- 
long, of the lamenefs he got through his Nurfes carelefnefs. 
when he was achild. Inthe piety of Englana’s Edward the 
the Sixth, and E/izaberh, Hiftory ingenuoufly and thankfully 
acknowledgeth the eminent influence of their Tutors: But. 
amongft the caufes of Pulian’s Apoftacie, the fame Remem: 
brancer mentioneth it as a principal one, that he had two 
- Heathenifh mafters, Libanivs and. Iamblicus, from whom he 
-_drankin great prophanenefs : The bet foil needs both tilling. 

‘and fowing, there muft be culture as well as feed, or you 

can expect no harveft. What fonishe, that the father cha- 

fteneth not? And that our daughters may be as Corner- 

ftones, Palace-ftones, and (albeit the weaker veffels, yet ) 

veflels of precious treafure, they muft be carved, that is,fuffer 

the cutting, engraving, and polifhing hand of the Artificer. 

Since the being of Sin, Do@rine and Example alone are in-, 

fufficient; Difcipline is an effential part of the nurture of 

_ the Lord. The learned and famous Afelanfthan’s words are 
“Mel, Adam intemarkable, {peaking of his Schoolmafter: I (faith he) had 
vita Melanéd. “ % Mafter, who was anexcellent Grammarian: Heimpofed 
| - “upon me: fuch and fuch exercifes, not permitting.any. o-. 

‘* miffion thereof :.As often as I erred I,was punifhed,. but. 
“ with fuch moderation as was convenient. So he made me. 

‘4 Grammatian. He was anexcellent' man; he loved meas. 

* 4 fon, and I loved him asa Father; and I hope we fhall both. 
“fhortly meet together in Heaven. His feverity was not feve-. 
“ ricy but paternal, difciplineiiin®s 5:13 gee noitssahe 183 
Mans Belial-heart, becaufe fuch, though it cannot want; , 

~-yet it will not bear, the yoke of Education, Children. love: 
not te take phyfick, though they die without it. : The non- 
.. acknowledgment hereof, is the denying of our Original 
Pata a ith a hie ei sat tui ', difeale s 
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difeafe, The rejection of it, isto choofe tranfgreflion rather 
then correction. If you ask why the famous Lacedemomian 
State lived and flourifhed, when their fifter-Cities of Greece 
fell to diffolutenefs, andfromthenceto confufion: Xenophon 
tells us the reafon thereof was, becaufe the-Lacedemonians Xenophon in 
eitablithed the Education of their Youth bya Law, which [© 72s. 
the other Greciaxs neglected. Sure we are that it ts a Statute AEE 
in Ifrael, and a Law of the God of Jacob, Fathers bring up - 

our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And 

unto the training up ofa child in the way he fhould go, faith- 

fal is He which hath promifed, that when he is old, he will 

not depart from it. . 
~~ About thirteen years of age he was admitted into Trinity He is admired 
Colledge in Cambridge, much about the time whereat the 7° ey 
famous 7ae was fometimes fent unto Oxford, at the hearing Consriive. 
of whofe Lectures afterwards, his fometime Tutor Parkburft ie 
faluted him with this Diftich : | te 


_ Olim difcipulus mibi-chare Fucke fuiftis 
Nunc ero difcipulus, te rennente, tHitss 


“Great Juel, Thox ‘ Scholar waft to me: 
Thongh thou refufe, thy {cholar now I’H be. 


°Tis not Youth, but Licentioufnefs in Youth, that unfits for _ 

an Academical ftate, fuch as Philcftratms long fince com- 

plained of, who ftainan eftbenian'ife with wicked manners. 

The Prince of the Peripatetichs defcribing -his Hearers, di- 
ftinguifheth between Youths in years, and Youths in man- 

ners: Such who are Old in days, yet Youths in’ difpofition, 

he rejects: Such who are Youths in age, but Seniors in fpirit 

and behaviour, he admitsinto his Auditory. nis telleth 

us, that his Grandfather was wont to write to his father Dio- 2 
ny fins, When a Student in the Univerfities of France, with this Dionyfio dile- 
falt fuperfcription: Dionyfio diletto filio, miffo ad ftudendum : es Mite mille 


To Dionyfius my beloved fon, fent to findy. Idlenefs in youth is tn vita Juni. 


fcarcely healed without a fcar in age. Life is but fhort, and 
our leffon is longer then admits the lofs of fo great an oppor- 
B tunity, 
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tunity, without-a fenfible defect afterward fhewing it felf 
Bees gather in the Spring, that which they are to five upon in 
the Winter: Therefore Fox Bithop of Winch: fier willed the 
- Students of that Colledge wheteof he was a Benefactor,to be 
as fo many Bees. Seneea admonifheth his Lacilins, that thofe 
Fuveni paran- things are to be gotten whilft weare young, which we muft 
dum, feni utens make ufe of when we are old. Accordingly God, who had. 
dum est. fet apart our Student to bea Panixs, not a Dionyfivs, inclined’ 
his heart unto fuch attra@ive diligence, and effe@ual im- 
proving of opportunities: whence his profiting in the Arts 
and Languages above his Equals, fo far commended him unto 
the Mafter and Fellows, as that he had undoubtedly beett 
chofen Fellow of that Colledge, had not the extraordinar 
expence about the building of their great Hallat that time 
put by, or at leaft deferred their Election until fome longer. 
time. . ‘ ii Nod em agp ' 
He removeth. ~From Trinity he was removed to Emanuel, that happy 
from Trinity Seminary both of Piety and Learning. The occafion I cannot 
*0 Emanuel. now learn: howfoever it may call to tinde that Maxim of 
the Herbalitts, Plante trasflatio eff planta perfettios The 
tranfplantatioa of a plant, is the perfection of a plant. In 
that Society the Lord gave him favor; fo that in due time he 
was honored with a:Fellowfhip -amonaft them, after’a dili- 
gent and {trict Examen according to the. Statutes of that 
Houfe. Wherein this is not unworthy the taking notice of. ; 
That when the Pofer came to examine him ‘in the Hebreiv 
tongue, the place that he took trial of him bys was that 
Lfaiah.3. againtt the exceffive bravery of the haughty 
awughters of Sion, which hath more hard words in ir, then 
any place of the Bihle within fo fhort a compafs, and there- 
fore though a prefent conftru@ion and refofution thereof 
might haveputa good Hebrician toa ftand, yet fuch was his 
dexterity,as made thofe difficult words facil,and rendred him 
a prompt Refpondent. This providence is here remarkable 
"concerning him, That whereas his Father(whofe Calling was 
towards the Law) had not many Clients that made ufe of 
his: Advice in Law-matters before, it pleafed'God ‘after’ his 
Son's going Co, Caabridee’ to bide hitn with rear Practice, 
ines : 2 fo 
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-fothat he was very able to keep himthere, and to allow him 

_jiberal maintenance: Infomuch that this blefled man hath 

“been heard to fay, God kept me in the Univerfity. 
Heisnow inthe place of improvement, amongft his ¢o-- 

- yrron befet with Examples, as fo many objects of Better 
Emulation; If he flacken his pace, his Compeers will leave 
‘him behind, and though he quicken it, thereare ftillthofe © 
which are before. Notwithftanding Themiffocles excelleth, 

~ ~yetthe Trophies of Afi/siades fuffer him not to fleep. Gato 
that Hels, that Devourer of Books, is at Athens. Ability 
and Opportunity are now met together, unto both which 
Induftry actuated with a defire to know, being joined, be- 

{peaks a perfon of high expectation. The unwearied pains. 
ofambitious and unquiet Wits, are amongi{t the amazements 
of Ages. Afia and Egypt can hold the Seven Wonders, but 
the Books, Works, and Motions of Ambitious mindes, the 
whole World cannot contain. It was an illicit afpiring after 
Knowledge, which helped to put forth Eve's hand unto the yop suyeri?ev. 
forbidden fruit : The lefs marvel if irregenerate and elevated Arif. Eth. 
Wits have placed their Summum bonum in Knowledge, in- 110.039. 
defatigably purfuing 1¢ asa. kind of Deity, asa thing Numi- 
nous, yea,as a kind of Mortal-Immortality. Disgenes, De 
mecritus, and other Philofophers accounting large Eftates 
to be an imnpediment to their Proficiencie in Knowledge, dif 
poffeffed themfelves of rich inheritances, that they might be 
the fitter Students, preferring an opportunity of Study be- 
forea large Patrimony. -Punivs, yetignorant of Chrilt, can A 
want his Country, neceffaries, and many comforts; but he 
snutt excell. Through defire a man having feparated himfelf, 
feeketh and intermedleth with all wifdom, Prov.18.1. The 
‘elder Plinius loft his life in venturing too neer to fearch the 
caufe of che irrupuon ofthe hil Vetruvivs. °Tistrne, Know- 
“edge excelleth other created exceliencies, as much as light 
excellesh darknels ; yet it agreeth“with them inthis, that 

neither can exempt the fubject thereof from eternal mifery. 
Whilft we feek Knowledge with a felith intereft,.we ferye the 
Decree; and felf being deftroyed according tothe Decree, 
we hence become more. able to ferve the Command. The 

: iB 2 treafure 
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The Life of M' Joun CoTrron, 
treafure which man Irregenerate travelleth for , as>in- 
rending it for themfelves , man Regenerate expends for 
God. ee | 
Ashe was a lover of labor, fo he was communicative, a 
diligent Tutor, and full of Students committed to his care. 
He wasa Dida@ical man, both able, andaptto teach. Abi- 
lity to-inftrud:youth, argueth a Wifeman. To guidé man, 
eae alee the Art of Arts. To be willing to 
teach, arguetlia goodman ; good is communicative. Such 


_-was his Academical dexterity, that he could impart (as Sca- 


liger {peaks) the felicities of wit to hishearers, fo accomo- 
dating and infinuating the matter in hand,as his Pupils might 
both perceive their profiting, and taftethe fweetneis of that 
wherein they profited. Thus by fchoole-ftratagems, he won — 
the hearts of his {cholars both to himfelf, and to a defire of 
fearning, They were as Socrates and «Alcibiades, or rather 

as the Prophets, and. the fons of the Prophets : his pupils 

were honores, and lovers of him , He wasa Tutor, friend’ 
and Father unto them, 

The manner of his Converfion take-in his own words 
(as neer as canbe remembred) thus. During his refidencein 
the Univerfiry, God began to work upon him under the 
miniftery of Mr Perkins of blefled memory. But the moti- 


-onsand ftirrings of his heart which then were, he fuppreffed, 
_. thinking that if he fhould trouble himfelf with matters of 


Religion, according to the light he had received, it would 
be an hindrance to him in his ftudies, which then he had’ ad- 
di@ed himfelf unto. Therefore he was -willing to filence 
thofe fuggeftions and callings he had fromthe Spirit inward- 
ly, anddid wittingly defer the profecution of that work 
until afterwards. Atlength, walking in the field, and hear- 
ing the Bell toll for Mr Perkins who then lay dying, he 
was fecretly slad inhisheart, that he fhould now be rid of 
him who had (ashe faid) laid fiege to and beleaguer’d his 
lieart. This became a caufe of much affliction to him, God 
keeping it upon his {pirit, with the aggravation of it, and 
making-it an effeQual meanes of convincing and humbling 
him in the fightand fenfe of. the natural enmity that: isin 

: Mens: 
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mans nature againtt God. Afterwards, hearing Doctor Sibds, 
(then Mr Sébbs ) preaching a Sermon about Regeneration, 
where: he firft fhewed what Regeneration was not, when 
opening the State of a Civil man, he faw his own condition 
fully difcovered, which through mercy did drive him to-a 
ftand, as plainly feeing himfelf to have notrue grace, all a 
his falfe hopes and grounds now failing him: And fo he lay = 
along time in an uncomfortable defpairing way, and 0 ; 
allthings, this was his heav reft burthen, rhat he had wictting- 
ly withitood the meanes and offers of grace and mercy which. i 
he found had beentendred to him, till it pleafed God to let 4 
i nfome word of Faith into his heart, to caufe him’ to !ook 
unto Chrift for healing, which word (ifsmemory faileth not) is 
was difpenfed unto him by Doctor Sibbs, which begat in him | : 
| 


a fingular and conftant love of Door Sibbs, of whom. he» 
was alfo anfiwerably beloved. : 
That which firft made him famous in Cambridge, washis pis fame im 
Funeral Oration for Doctor Some, Mafter of Peter-houfe, the Univers | 
fo accurately performed, in refpect of Invention, Elegancy, "Y: mf 
Purity of Style, Ornamens of Rhetorick, Elocution, and & 
_Oratoriousbeauty of the whole, as that he was thenceforth .. 
looked at asanother Xenophon, ot 44 ufa Attica throughout K- 
the Univerfity. Some fpace of time intervening, he was 
called to Preach at St A4zries, where he preached an Univer- | 
_ fity-Sermon, with high applaufe of Academical Wits, fo that 
the fame of hislearning grew greater and greater. After- : 
wards being called to preach in the fame place, asone Oras » Ba 
tion of Pericles left the hearer with an Appetite of another; 4 y, 
fothe memory of his former accurate Exercifes, filled the \ 
Colledges, efpecially the young Students witha frefh ex- 
pectation of fuch Elegancies of Learning, that the Curi- | 
bus and Corinthian Wits, who. prefer the Adufes before 
Mofes, who tafte P/ato more then Paul, and relifh the O- 
vator of Athens farabovethe Preacher of ‘the Crofs,. (like 
Quintilians numerous Auditory , fufficient to tempt the 
abilities of theSpeaker)flock to the Sermon with aneAthensan 
Itch after fome new thing, as tothe Ornaments of Rheto- 


rick and abftrufer notions of Philofophy. But his Spirit now. ° 
} ' favouring | 
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favouring of the Crofs of Chrift more then of Humane lite- 
rature, and being-raught of God to diftinguith between the 
| word of wifdom, and the wifdom of words; his fpeech and 
| “preaching was not with the enticing words of mazs wifdom, 
t but in the demonftration of the Spirit and of power. 
The difappointed expectation of the Auditory foon ap- 
4 : peared in their ‘countenances ; and the difcouragement of 
i their non-acceptance returned: him unto his chamber not 
i ; without fome fadder thoughts of heart. Where he had not 


| 7 hl -been long alone, but lo, Doctor Preffon (then Mafter Préftox} 
a knocks at his door, and coming in, acquaints him with his 
: ; {piritual condition, and how it had pleafed God to {peak 


effectually unto his heart by that Sermon : After which, 
Doctor Preston ever highly prized him, and both fully and 
| Rrongly clofed with him. Which real feal of God unto his 
: Miniltry comforted his foul, far above what the prefentle@- 
acceptance of the Auditory had dejected him, or their former 
i acceptance encouraged him. This brings tormind that celé- 
brated ftory of the Converfion of the Heathen Philofopher 
| - at Nice, which God wrought by the means of an antient 
ia and pious Confeffor, plainly declaring unto himthédo@rine 
i ~of Faith, after that many Chriftian Philofophers had by 
- Philofophical difpucations laboured invain. Chriftevidently 
! ‘held forth,is Divine Eloquence,the Eloquence of Eloquence. 
God will not have st faid of Chrift, as Alexander faid of #4- 
! chilles, That he was beholden to the penof him that publifhed 
his Ads. “Tis Chriftthatis preached, not the tongue of the 
Preacher, to whom is due all praife. Such inftances conclude, 
e that Paxl is more learned then P/aro. We mutt diftinguith 
“between ineptnefs.of fpeech,Carnal Rhetorick, and Elo quent 
‘Gofpel-hmplicity ; between Ignorance , Oftentation , and 
Learning. The Preacher fosight’ to find ont acceptable Words, 
and worde-efieruth.-") nati sionmia\S.edketolw Sie 
His Concio ad Clee umjwhen heproceeded Bachelor of Di- 
vinity (after/hehad been at. Bo/onabout half a year ) was 
very much admired and commended. His text was AZ,). PBs 
Vos cfs {al terra’s quod fi fal infatvarns fuerit, guofalietsy 2 
Te are the fale of theearth ; bur. ifthe falt have left its favonr, 


wherewith 
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wherewith (hall it bé falted ? In handling of which, both the - 
weight of the matter,elegancie of phrafe, Rhetorical {treins, | 


grave, fweet,and fpiricual pronuntiation, rendred him yet 
morefamous. Thelikedid his anfwering of the Divinity-A& 
in the Schools, ‘binge a very acute Opponent, Mt Widians: 
Chappell,to difpute with 

of Mt Corton was mnch fet by. 

Unto this earthen veffel thus filled with heavenly treafure, 
Bofton in Lincolnfoire made their addrefs, faying, Come and 
help ws! And in that Candleftick the Father of fpirits placeth 
this burning and fhining light:. To whom hé removed from: 
Cambridge about the 28. year of his age. “At the firlt he met: 
with fome obftructions from the Diocefan, then Bifhop Bar- 


him. ‘So thatin Cambridge the name » 


His remove co 
Bofton in Line 


colnfhire. 


foe, who told him that he was-a young man, and unfitto be~ 


fet over fuch a divided people. Mr Cotton being ingenuous,: 


and undervaluing himfelf, thought fo too, and purpofed. 


to return to the’ College again + But fome of his Bofton- 
friends underftanding that ‘one Simes Biby was to be fpoken 
with, who-was neér to’ the Bifhop, they prefently charmed. 
him, and fo the bufinefs proceeded without further trouble, 
and Mi Coren was admitted into the place’after their manner: 
in thofe'days.2- 8909299 Sat. vrai nin AO rhs TP 


- Two things are here nat tinwérthy of obfervation, (which : 


he would fometimes fpeak of to his friends: ) Firft, that in 
the beginning of his Miniftery, he was éxereifed with fome. 
inward troubles which mach dejected hin: ° No fooner had 


Chrift received his miffion into his publick miniftery, but he - 


is led ifto the wilderiiefs ‘to -be tempred ‘of tlie Devil. “Wife 
Heman faffered the horrors of God, and was laid in the low- 
eft pir. The Door of the Gentiles ftood in need of being: 
buffeted by Satan: The Tempter isin Chrifts hand, and 
an infirumenta! winnower of thé Difciples.. His'‘fiery darts, 
through the influence of him who fuceers thofe chat are 
tempted, cleanfe as well a fimart, and this cleanfing efficacie 


remains when the fmart is over. From the experience of this. 


Archer, are the choife Shepherds in Ifrae!- Good fpirits are 
much better’d by their conflids with the worft of fpirits: Spi> 
ritual Preachers are often trained ‘up in the fchool of tempta- 
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Trig faciunt  tion:fo trneisthat theological 'maxim,Meditation,Prayer,and 


Temptation make a Divine. This difpenfation of the all-wife 
God he afterwards found not only to be beneficial co him, _ 
in preparing his heart for his work, but alfo that it became 
an effectual means of his more peaceable and comfortable 
fettlement inthat place, where the people were divided a- 
mongift themfelves, by reafon of a potent man in the Town, 
-who adhered to another Cambridge-man, whom he defired to 
‘bring in. But when they faw M* Cotten wholly taken up 
-with his own exercifes of {pirit,they were free fromall fufpi- 
tion of his being pragmatical,or addicted to fiding with-this 
or that Party, and fo began to clofe more fully with him. 

“And fecondly, Whereas there was an Arminian party in 
that Town, fome of whom were witty, and troubied ethers 
with difputes about thofe points, by Gods bleffing upon his 
labours in holding forth pofitively fuch Truths as undermined 
the foundations of Arminianifm, thofeDifputes ceafed, and 
in. time Arminianifm was no more pleaded for. So God dif- 
pofeth of the hearts of hearers, as that generally they are all 
open and loving to their Preachers in their firft times: Trials: 
are often referved until afterwards. Epiphaniue calleth the 
firft year of Chrifts miniftery, the acceptable year. The 
Difciples in their firft miffion want nothing , and return all 
fafe, but after his death they met with other entertainment, 
and come fhort home. Young Peter girdeth himfelf and 
walks whither he will’, but Old Perer is girded by another, 
arid carried whither he would not. : 

- For three or four years he lived and preached among 
them without oppdfition , they accounted themfelves happy . 
(as well they might) in the enjoyment of him, both the fown 
and Country.thereabout being much bettered and reformed 
by his labours. After, not being able to bear the Ceremonies 
impofed, his Non-conformity occafioned his trouble inthe 
Court of Lincoln, from whence he wasadvifed to appeal to 
a higher Court: And imploying M« Leveret (who after- 
wards was one of the Ruling-Elders of the Church of Bofton 
in New-England) to deal in that bufinefs, and he being a. 
plain man.as Paced was, yet pioufly fubtile to get fuch a 

. ' {piritual 
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fpiritual bleffing, fo far infinuated himfelf tnto one of the 
_Proctors of that high-Court, that Mr Cortow was treated by 
them as if he werea conformabjeman, and fo was reftored 
unto. Beflen. (Likewife by the fame meanesit was, that a 
Gentleman of Boffor, called Mr Benner; ufed occafionally’ 
afterwards to bring himin again: ) After this timehe was 
bleffed with a-fuccefsful Miniftry, unto the end of twenty 
years, Inwhichfpace he on the Lords-day, in the After- 
noons, went over the whole body of Divinity in’a Cathe 
chiftical way thrice, and gave the heads of his difcourfe, 
to thofe that were young Schollars, and others in the ig 
Town, to anfwer his queftions in publick in that great = 
 Gongregation , and after their anfwers he opened thofe , 
heads of Divinity, and finally applyed. all to-the edifica- 
tion of his people, and to fuch ftrangers ascame to hear if 
him. In the morning onthe Lords day, he preachedover Oy 
the firftfix Chapters of the Gofpel of Pobx, the whole oe 
book of Ecclefafes, the Prophefie of Zechariah, and nf 
many other Scriptures, and when the Lords Supper was ad- -| 
minifired (which was ufually:every-moneth,) He preached 5 
upon I Cor. 11: and 2 Chron. 30, ‘per totum, and fome 
other Scriptures concerning that Subje&- On ‘his Le@ture | 
days, he preached thorough the whole Firft and Second 
Epiftles of fobx, the whole book of Solomons Song, the 
Parables of our Saviour fet forthin AZatthews Gofpel to | : 
the end-of Chapter 16. compairing them with Afark and | =| 
| 


Luke: He took much pains in private , and read to ‘is 
fundry yourg Schollars, that were inhis Houfe, and fome --. 
that come out of Germany, and had his houfe full of Au- 
ditors. Afterwards, feeing fome inconvenience in the 
Peoples flocking to his houfe, befides his ordinary Ledure 
onthe day of the Week,he preachedthrice more in publick 
on the Week days. On the fourth and fifth days early in 
the morning,and on the laftday at three of the clock in the 
afternoon. Only thefe three laft LeQures were performed 
by him but fome few. years before he had another famous 
Colleague. He was frequentin duties of Humiliation, and 
Thankfgiving. Sometimes five or {ix hours in Prayer, and 
: C opening 
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fo willing to-fpend and to be fpent. He anfwered many. _ 
Letters that were fent far and near, wherein were handled. 
many difficule cafes of Confcience, and many doubts cleered 
to great fatisfaction. 

He was a man exceedingly loved and admired of the beft, 
and reverenced of the worft of his hearers. He-was in. 
great favour with Doctor williams, thethen Bifhop of Lin- 
soln, who much efteemed him for his learning, and (accord- 
ing to report) when he was Lord keeper of the great Seal ,_ 
went.to King James, and {peaking of Mr Cortons great learn- 
ing andworth, the King was willing notwith{tanding his 
nonconformity, to give way that he fhould have his liberty 
without interruptionin his Minitry, which was.the more . 
notable confidering how that Kings fpirit was carried out 
againftfuch men. Alfo,theEarl of Dorceffer being at O/d- 
Bofton, and heating Mr Corten preaching et (if me-. 
mory fail not) Civil-Government, He was fo affected with 
the Wifdom of his.wordsand Spirit, that he did ever after’ 
highly account of him, andput himfelf forth what he could 
inthe time of Mr Gotroas troubles to deliver him out of them, _ 
that his Boffan might enjoy him as formerly, ‘but he found 
fpiritual wickedneffes in high places too ftrongly oppofite to- 
his Defires, , . phe 

About thistime he married-his fecond Wife, Mris- Sarah 
Story, then Widow. He. was. bleifed above many in his 
marriages, both his. Wives being: pious Matrons, ¢rave,_ 
fober} faithful, like’ Evodias and Spueyche, Fellow-Laborers 
with him in the Gofpel, by che frft he had no Children, the 


‘fat God made a Fruitful Vine unto him, His Firf-born the 


brought forth far off ypon the Seaz He that left Europe 
childiefs, arived a joyfull Father in America,’ God who pro- 
mifeth to be with his fervants. when they pafie through the 
Waters, having caufed him to embracea Son by the way, 
In memorial whereof he called his name Seaborn, to keep 
alive (faidhe) in mee, and to.teach him if he live, a re- 
membrance of Sea-~mercies, from the hand. of a’ gracious. 
God, Heis yet living, and now. entred into the Work if 
the. 
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~ the Minifiry. A Son of many prayers, and of great ex- 


pectation. © ¥2 : / 
The time being now come wherein God purpofed to 


‘uperadd unto what had formerly been, a practical and: 


more notable Teftimony again{t the intermixing of humane 
dnventions with Inftitutions Divine, and to the Gofpei 
Church-worfhip, and Politie in their purity, hein his Adl-wife 
-providence tfanfplants many of his Faithfull fervants into 
this vaft Wildernefs, asa place in refpect of it’s remotenefs 
fo much the fitter for the fuller inquiry after, and free exer. 
cife of althisholy ordinances, and together therewith for 
the holding forth a pregnant demonftration of the confi- 
ftlency of Civil-Government with a Congregational-way. God 
-giveth Ate/es the pattern.of the Tabernacle in the Wilder- 
cnefs. Ezekiel feeth che formes.of the’ Houfe in exile. fobx 
receiveth his Revelation in Patmos. fotham upon mount 
Gerizim is boldto utter his Apologie: And Davidcan more 


fafely expoftulate with Saal, whenhe is gottento the top Of Tere converfi 
- the Hilla far off, a-great {pace between them. The Parthians metuenda Par- 
“having learned the Art of fhooting backwards, made their thi. Sencca. 


retreat moreterrible then their onfet to their Adverfaries. 
The event foon fhewed the wifdom of God herein, the peo- 
ple inva fhort time clearly underftanding that cruth inthe 
practice, which by difpute they could not in adong time 
attainunto. In order hereunto, the God of the Spirits of 
allfieth, ftirreth up miny of his Faithful ones to leave that 
pleafant Land, their Eftates, their Kindred, their Fathers 
‘houfes, andfail over the Atlantick-Ocean untothis-vatt Je- 
fhimon. Amongft whom this-choice-Servant of God, with 
many othersgracioufly fitted for fuch a Work, are fent over 
oferup the worfhip of Chrift in this-defart. A fervice, of 
whichthe Apologettcal brethren (may we be permitted to 


 ¢ranferibetheic apprehenfion thereof) {peak thus. “‘Laft 


«of all we had the recent and later Example of the 
“waysend practices (and thofe improved to a better E- 
“dition, and greater refinement by all the fore-mentioned 
“ helpes) of thofe multitudes of Godly men of onr own 
“Nation, ‘almoft tothe number. of another Nation, and 
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‘“Camong them fome as holy and judicious Divines as this 
“Kingdom hath bred , whofe fincerity in their way Haeli 
“been teftified before all the world, and will be to all gene- 
“rations to come, by the greateft undertaking ( but that of 
“our Father e-¥braham out of his own country; and his feed 
“Cafeer him) A tranfplanting: themfelves many: thoufand 
“miles diftance, and that by Sea, into a wildernéfs, meerly 
“to worfhip God more purely, whither to allure them there 
“could be no other invitement. ; 


Exilinm caufa ipfa jubet miki dulce videris 
Et defiderinm dulce levat patria. 


Bereavea Exiles ought not to repine, 
When as the caufe prefents-an- Anodine.. 


The perfons fpoken-of in this Tranfcript, in the recita} 
thereof. diftinguifh between the At and the Agents. This 
teflimony whilft they crave leave to prefent unto the Reader 
in way of defence for their undertaking , fo far as-to be of 
God, they are afhamed of themfelves-the Agents, as moft 
unworthy. They here read their duty, what they ought to 
be, and are not infenfible of the goads of the wife, pro- 
voking them-to be according to their duty: in the mean. 
while confefling and lamenting their too manifeft unanfwer- 
able walking unto their Profeflion, and’ their Brethrens 
expectation. i 


The canfe of. The caufe of his-departure was-this: The corruption of | 


his removal to 


New-England. 


the Times being fuch, as would not endure his officiating 
any longer in his ftation without fin, and the envy of his 
maligners having procured Letters-miflive to convent him 
before the High-Commiflion, which a debauched Inhabitat 
ofthat Town (who not long after died of the Plague) under- 
took to deliver to him, according as he had'already done to 
fome others: Mr Cotton having intelligence thereof,and weil 
knowing that nothing but fcorns and imprifonment were. 
to be expected, conformably to the advice of many: able 
heads and upright hearts ( among{t.whom that holy. man 
Wai ia i cae Mr.Ded.. 
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Mr. Dod of bleffed memory had a fingular influence) he kept 
himfelf clofe for a time in and about London. as Luther fome- 
times at Witrenberg, and Pareus afterwards at ednville. 
Neither was that feafon of his recefs unproftable:but as?erom 
retired to his den at Bethlehem was an Oracle unto many in 
histime, fo Addreffes during that interim were made unto 
him-privately by divers perfons of worth and piety, who 
received from him fatisfaction unto their Confeiences in cafes 
of greateft concernment. His flight was not like that of 
Pliny’s Mice, that forfakea houfe forefeeing the ruine of it; 
or of Mercenaries, who flie from‘duty in time of danger : 
but Providence Divine fhutting up the door of fervice.in 
England, and onthe other hand.opening it in New-England, = 
he was guided both by the word and eye of the Lord, And Wl 
as David yielded -upon the perfwafion of his men to abfent ] 
himfelf from danger, fo he fuffered himfelf to be perfwaded : iq 
by his friends to-withdraw from theluft of his Perfecutors, _ 
for the prefervation of fo-preciousa light in Ifrael , after the a 
example of: ?acob, Adofes, the Prophets which Obadiah hid wl 
in the caves, Polycarp, Athanafins, yea and Chrift himfelf; fe 
When they perfecute you in one City, flre unto another. Cyprian . Ds 
implieth} that a tempeftive Flight is a kinde of Confeffion | es 
of our faith, it being an open profeffion, that our faith is | my 

- dearer co usthen all that we flie from, for the defence there- 7 

of, It was not aflight from duty, but from evident, and regu- 
larly evitabledanger, not from theevil of perfecution, but / 
from the evil of obftruction unto ferviceablenefs. It was-not A 
a flight from duty, but unto duty; not from the profeffion | 
of the Truth, but unto a more opportune place for the pro- i 
feflion of it. ; * : 
Thus this Infant and-fmall Commonwealth being now. 
capacitated both in refpect of Civil and Church-eftate, to 
walk with God according to the prefcript of his Word, 1 
wasthe good hand of the Lord unto his fervants who had 
afflided their fouls to feek of him a right way for themfelves, 
their little ones, and their fubftance, to. fend unto them . 
(amongft many others) this man of underftanding, that 
might be unto them.aseyes in this wildernefs, His manner of 
entrance. - 
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trance unto them was with much bleffing . For at his firft 
coming , he found them not without fome troubles about. 
! _fetling the matters of the Church and ‘Commonwealth, 
bi «When Mr. Cotton (being requefted), preaching before the 
ie General Court out of Haggai 2.4. Yet now be frrong O Zea 
ae yubbabel, faith the Lord, be [trong O fofoua fon ef fofedek the 
Be High-Pricft, and be firing all ye people of the land, faith the 
Bie Lord, and work; for Lam with you, faith the Lord of Hofts : 
& © sav. hiftor. As Adenenius Agrippa fometimes by his Oration healed that 
& | +tib2.cap.32.  then-threatning breach between the Fathers and the People 
iil of Rome, fo through the Lords working.mightily by this 
i Sermon, all obftructions were prefently removed, and the 
i — fpirits of all forts, as one man, were excited unanimoufly 
and vigoroufly in the work of the Lord ‘from that day. 
| al In order whereunto the Court. confidering , That that 
y : -people of God, all the members.of which Republick were - 
— | _ «(Church-members, were to be:governed conformably to the .. 
ese Law of God, defired Mr. Cotton to draw an Abftra@t of the 
me: eee "Judicial Laws delivered from God by Avofes, fo far forth as 
_ they were of moral \(ée. of perpetual.anduniverfal ) equity. 
Which he did, advifing them to perfift in their purpofe of 
-eftablifhing a Theocraty (i.e. Gods Government) over Gods 
i people. It wasan ufnal thing henceforth for the Ma giftrate 
ik -toconfult-with the Minifters.in bard-cafes, efpecially in-mat- 
cers of the Lord ‘yet fo, as notwithftanding’eccafional con- 
| -jun@ion, relrgious care was had of avoiding confufion of 
bi ae ounfels: Adofes and Aaron rejoiced, and kiffed one another 
«ae an the moantofGod. After which time, how ufeful he was 
ta i to England, to NE. to Magiftrates, to Minifters, to People, 
5 ' see in publick and private, by Preaching, Counfel, and refolving 
difficult queftions, all know that knew him, and confequently 
fawthe grace of God fo evidently manifefted inhim; Inthe 
courfe of his Miniftery.in Mew-Bofton, by way of Expofition, 
‘he went through the Old-Teflament unto //7.30. the whole 
‘New-Teftament once through, and the fecond timeuntothe E 
middle of Heb-11, “Upon Lords days and Leture-days, he 
preached through the 4éts of the Apoftles, Haggaty Ze: hary, 
Earn, the Revelation, Ecclefiaftes; Canticles, the Second and 
et! Yard: © 
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The Life of M® Joan Corton.” 
Third Epiftles of fohu, the Epiftie of Tirws, both the Epiftles _ 
of Timothy, the Epiftleto the Romans, with other Sctiptures + 
The prefence of the Lord being mighty with him, and crown 
ing his labours to the ConverGon-of many fouls, and the 
Bdification of thoufands... Befides thefe labours foremention- 
ed, he bath many Pieces:in Print, which being well known,. 
need the fefs.to be here enumerated. Ae | 


-) His youth was unflained, whence he was fo much the more His: unflained 
eapable of being an excellent Tnftrument in the Church in his youth, 
~ dfter-age. Many do that evil whilft they are young, which? =” 


tnakesthemunable (at leaft comparatively ) to do fo muely » 

good when they are old. He mufthaveagoodreportofthem ~  * 
that are without, left he-fall into the reproach and fnareof 1 EI 3-79 ~ 
the Devil.. Satan catcheth atthe feandals of fach who are im : 

the Miniftery, asfirtelt materials to make fnaresunto the pre~ 

judice both of the Gofpel, and of fouls: eAuguftine, to 


whom God in this tefpect thewed peculiar mercy, upon his a8 ethos 


(ordinarily) unparallel'd repentance, telleth us, A food life giduitar. c.225. 
is requifite inrefpect of our felves, but 4 good name ts requir 


-fite in refpec& of others. ‘The gratefulnefe of the moft excel- 


Jent liquor unto the ftomach, depends in part upon the qua- 
lity of the veffel.. We may be good men, 1f we bave a good: 
Confcience ; but we are not like todo much good, if we have - 
not a good Name. Our Religion, our Report, and our Bye - 


_ mutt not be plaid withal, Itisa {mare admonition mentioned - 
by Stavmins in his.Claflical Epiftles; when upon fuch an one 


reading ouvof Tvhy's Offices, who himfelf was not of an un- , Gnaculiinga 


blemifhed life, his hearer objects, Docet efficinns, non facit vise irerfi lone | 
cium ; He teacheth duty, but he doth not do his duty. gum, fine offen- 


A divine freedom did open Samuels mouth to teftifieagaintt fione percur- 
the fins of the people, whilft they were compelted-to teftifie 77° Marian. 


with one form, is unnfual: To livelong, and to fead'a godly cap.s. 
life all-along without offence, is not a little wonder,andafpe = 


‘cial favor both to our felves and others, He was a general pis Learning. ! 

Scholar, ftudious to know all things, the want: whereof might Won neceffaria..:| 
in one of his profeftion be denominated Tgnorance,and piouf 
- ty ignorant of thofe things, the nefcience whereof madehim oo, Sen, 


difcendo, ne- 


_ more 
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> pee ‘ Sa eS RG Tay I. de. morte - 
unto the innocencie of Samuel. To belong atfeajand-notmect gi mortal. 
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The Lifeof M* Joun Cotton. 
morelearned. One man isnot born to all things. No calling” 
(befides Divine requifites) calleth for more Abilities, ora 
larger meafure of humane knowledge then the Miniftery, de- 
fervedly thereforeis his praife great inall the Churches, that 
he-not only gave himfelf thereunto, but exceeded many that’ 


cuclopaideia he excelled in. Thofe Arts which the Univerfity 
‘requireth fuch a proficiency from her graduates in, he both 
. digefted and refined by his more accurate knowledge of them. 
He was a good Hebrician, in Greek aCritick, and could 
with great facility both {peak and write Latine in a pure and 
elegant Ciceronian Stile, a good Hiftorian, no firanger to 
‘the Fathers, Councils, or School-men: Abundantly exer- 
cifed in Commentators of all forts, His Library was great, 
his reading and :learning anfwerable, himfelf a living and 
better Library. ‘Though he was a conftant Student, yet he had ~ 
_ all his Learning out of his Books. Hewas-a man of much 
.Communion with God, and acquaintance with his own 
heart, obferving the daily paffages of his life. He had a 
deep fight into the Myftery of Gods grace, and mans cor- 
ruption, and. large apprehenfions of thefe things. It was 
wont [to be faid, Bowas rextuarins eff bonus Theclogus > 
A good Te xt.man isa good Divine, If you look upon him. 
in that notion, he wasan Expofitor (without offence be it 
{poken)not inferior,to any of this more fublimated age, That: 


_ ‘His diligence. great Motto fo much wondred at , Labore & Con/Pantia, 


Labor and Conftancy , containing nothing more then the 
Hierem. Ajo- duty which God hathlaid uponevery man. Learning (faith 
ms contra Hierome) is. not to be purchafed with Silver, it is the .Com- 

affinuin. ‘ . So ie Lae 

panion of Sweat and painfulnels ; of abfemioufnefs, not of - 

' fulnefs, of continency, not of wantonnefs: The earth con- 

tinueth barren or worfe, except indultry be its Mid-wife. 
The Hen which brings not forth without unceffant fitting | 

“Nothe dieque mnightand day, is an apt Embleme of Students. The wifer 
incubando.  Naturalifts who have been ferious in improveing, and Chri-. 
ftians that -have been confcicntious to improve or redeem - 
their time, for the. more effectual obraining of their end, 
have diftributed the day into certain proportions fetting 
qin each 
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had done virtuoufly therein. The greater part of the ‘En- ~ 
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_ divided into three parts, Hight be fpent in ftudy, Eight in» 


improvement of the light whilft icis yet burning admits of 


EAN Nee Pe ERE 
SS SR SEND SSR i RS 


The Life of Mt foun Corton. . 25 


oe 


each-apart to his predefigned ufe: Hence the ancient Grecians 
appointed the fir{t fix hours unto their refpective contem- ‘ 
plative functions, the reft (fay they) call uponusto take care 
of our health and life. ‘ 

Sex hera tantim rebus tribauntur agendis ; 
. -Vsvere poft thas litera Z monet. 


Melanthon fometime commended this diftribution of the 
day unto a-great man, that the four and twenty hours being 


our Bed, the reft as our Bodily Welfare calls upon us: is 
Others give ten hours in the day unto our ftudies, if ftrengcth : | 
permits, approving of more according to this divifion. His symmue dili- } 
diligence was in the third degree moft intenfe, and moft gentiagradws if 
exact, His meafure was a glaffe of four hours, three of ft vehemem. § 
which he would fometime fay, was a {chollars day, and after ' eS » & a 
that rate he {pent not a few of -his days, he was always an sehtiat ; 

early rifer, and in his latter years, not eating any Supper; ® 
he made up the avocations of that day by retiring that time, | 
and the reft of the evening to his Study. With Solos as he Z 
grew Old, fo was he continually a Learner: And with Quin: Tedaxe i] 

tilian he terminated his life and: his reading both together. 2! 72 = 
The conftant work-of his Miniftry was great, if not too @7**#© * ¢ 
great for oneman. A Candle may {pend too faft : And the : | 


degrees, befides his preaching in feafon, and out of feafon, gz : 
he was daily preffed, if not oppreffed, with the care and ig 


fervice of the Churches; Attendanceto perfonal cafes, and if 
manifold other Imployments inevitably put uponhim, both | = 
from abroad and at home , whence the time remaining 7 


( which is not a little to be lamented ) «was. infufficient 
to attend doctrinal, and efpecial Polemical fcripts, fuch 
as the canfe of the truth, occurents of Providence, and his 
peculiar engagements called for.He was free to give his judg- 
ment when defired, but declined arbitration andumpirage in 
civil differences between man and man, as Heterogenews both 
to his office and fpirit. His courfe like that of Celeftical 
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bodies was always in motion, but ftilf carefulto keep within 
his proper fphere. (alvin was not more follicitous not to- 
be found idle, no man more vigilant to contain himfelf 
within his meafure. It was Religion co him, both to run, and 
Hy to run lawfully within the white lines and boundaries of his- 
{ Agoniftical race. He wasdoing. and (0 doing. 


si Lae Pliny accounted thofe happy men, who either did things. 
gS Equidem bea- worthy to be written, or wrote things worthy t 
S| tos puto, quibus y > gs Ly CO be read. 


Dre die: Chriftians account thofe Teachers bleffed,and bleflings, who. 
| datum e& aut teaeh both by their light, and life, in fincerity. Thofe which 
mR =» —sfacere fcriben- belt knew his goins out and comings in, cannot but give a. 
Ranaut Jeribere large teftimony to his Piety.. A Saint. (above many of the. 
sacra Saints) manifeftly declared in the confciences of the godly 
“~~ amongft whom he walked, tobe the Epiftle of Chriff known 
| .and read of all men, In his houfe, he walked with a perfe& 
heart: He was anexample to the flock, clothed with love 
| ae and humility among{t his brethren: One of a thoufand in 
_ refpect of hisworth, but (as-is reported of Dr.whitaker) 
as one of the multitude in refpe@ of his facile and compa- 
nion-like behaviour. Both Ability and Modefty in fuch a.de- 
gree,are not ordinarily to be found in che fame man: Others 
— with much affection beheld the beauty of his face, whilft him- 
af ‘ -_ felf wasas one who knew not that his-face fhined. He was a 
— , Father, Friend, and Brother to his Fellow-Elders, and a 
— fhining Light beforemen. re ee : 
Ho. Asthebeing of man, fo the well-being of humane affairs 
ii . depends not a little upon Domeftick government, whence 
Bene non regis, ate the feminaries and_firft focieties of mankinde. He.well 
i fixpene non res knew a Bithop ought not to be defective in fo momentous a 


gers. Bern. duty, incumbent upon all Heads of families: He muft be one . 
epift.189. 


that ruleth well-his own houfe.. In confcience whereof, he 
himfelf rifing betimes-in the morning, as foon as he was 
ready, called his family together ( which wasalfo his pra-.. 
tice in the evening ) to the folemn worthip of God, — 
.  yveading, and expounding, and occafionally applying .the . 
~ Scripture unte.them, always beginning and ending with - 
prayer. In cafe of fin committed by child or fervant, he .. 
would call. them afide privately (the matrer fo requiring )} 


lay — 


T he Life of M'Joun Cotton. 
‘fay the Scripture before them, caufing them to read that 
which bare witnefs again{t fuch offence:. feldom or never 
correcting inanger, that the difpenfation of godly difcipline 
might not be impured, or become lefs effectual, through the 
intermixing of humane paffion. 

He began the Sabbath at evening , therefore then per- 
formed Family-duty after fupper, being larger then ordinary 
in Expofition , after which he Catechifed his children and 
fervants, and then returned into his Study. The morning 
following, Family-worfhip being ended, he retired into his 
Study, until the Bell called him away. Upon his return from 
Meeting , he returned again into his Study (the place of 
his labour and prayer) unto his private devotion: where 

having a {mall repait carried him up for hisdinner) he con- 
tinued till the tolling of thebell. The publick fervice being 
over, he withdrew for a {pace to his prementioned Oratory 
for his facred addreffes unto God, as in the forenoon, then 
came down, repeated the Sermon in the family, prayed, after 
fapper fung a Pfalm, and towards bed-time betaking himfelt 
again to his Study, he clofed the day with prayer. Thus he 
fpent the Sabbath continually. 
~ In his Study, he neither fate down unto, nor arofe from 
his meditations without prayer: whilft his eyes were upon 
his book, his expectation was from God. He had learned to 
ftudy, becaufe he had learnedto pray: An able Student, a 
Gofpel-Student, becaufe unable to ttudy without Jefus Chritt 
‘The barrennefs of his meditation at fome times, yea though 
his endeavour were moft intenfe upon a good matter, con- 
_ vinced him whence it was, that his heart mufing upon the 
fame fubject at another.time, his tongue became.as the pen 
ofa ready writer. As he was not (comparatively) wanting 
inPartts, Learning, or Induftry, fo washe more careful not 
to truft inthem, but to fix his dependence rotally upon God. 
Herein notunlikeiunto Bradford, of whom we read, that he 
ftudied kneeling. Another Syne/is, who was wontto divide 
his life between Prayer, and.his Book. Likeunto Pax/, not 
fafficient of himfelf:to think any thing as of +himfelf, and 
profefling all his fufficiencie to be of God. But we will give 
. D2 our 
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oar felves continuallyto prayer, and-to the miniftry of thé prord. 
Men of labour, and men of prayer. 
_Asany weighty caufe prefented it felf either in the Church; 


te Commonwealth, or Family, he would fet days apart to feek 
Po the face of God in fecret: fuch were the bowels: of this fpi- 
"4 ritual Father, the hor{men and chariots of this Ifrael: He 
aa might fay with Pan! He was in-faftings often. His conver- 
Be fH . fation upon Earth, was a trading in Heaven: A demonftra- 
a tion of the praifes of him who.had called him: A practical 
SW and exemplary miniftery of grace unto the hearer and be- 
a) holder > A’temperature of that holinefs, fweetnefs and love, 
. a which continually gained upon the hearts of many fpe@ators. 
a The habitual gracious fcope of his heart in his whole Mini- 
ae ftery, is not illegiblein that ufual fubfcription of his at the 
ea end of all his Sermons, Tibi Domine, Unto thy honor, O 
Bi Lord! A tafte of the Divine Soliloquies between God and 
a his Soul; the Reader may pleafe to take from thefe two . 
| a . tran{cribed Poems left behind him in his Study, written with - 
y -his own hand: The one entituled thus, 
, | A thankful Acknowledgment: 
_ -of Gon’s Providence. 
a Pes womb thy fingers did me make, 
| And from the womb thow didst me fafely take : 
. From breaft thou hast me nurs my life throughout, 
f T hat I may fay I never wanted onghiy, . 
i 


In all my-meals. my table thou hast. {pread, 

In all my lodgings thou hast mde may bed: 

Thou hakt me clad with changes of array, 
_ And chang’d. my houfe for better far away, 
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Ia youthful ‘wandrings thow didst flay my flides- 
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In all my journies thou hast: been my Guide: 


Thou hat me fav'd from many-an-anknown danger, 


‘And [how dime favour, even where Iwas a firanger. 


“in both my Callings thow bast heard. my voices 
1n both my matches thow-haft made my choice : 


how av st me fons, and daughters, them to peer, 


And civ sh-me-hope thoukt learn them thee to fear. 


oft. have I [een thee ook swith ‘Mercy’s false 3 
And through thy Christ have felt thy [aving-grace, . 
This is the Heav’n on Earth, if any be: | 


For this, and all my foul doth worlhip T hee, 


7 
“4 a ahar 


_ Another, Poem made by Mr. Corron- 
et aS It feemeth) upon his removal from Boftow 


“to-this WildernelS. 


T Now may expect fome changes of miferies, 

B . Since God hath made, me ELE oe Cine 

That himlelf by them all will purge mine iniquitiesy” 
As fire makes filver putts 


Then what though 1 find the deep deceitfulnefs 
of 4 diftrufiful heart ! 


Let I know with the Lord ts abundant faithful of : 


He will not lofe, his part... 


_ when 1 think of the' {weet and gracious Gompany “ 
Ah 


hatat Bokton once T:hady- 
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“And of the long peace of a a fruitful Minifog 
Fp twenty years ‘enjoy i 2508 


The joy that 1 found i in all that happinel? 

‘ Doth ftall fo much refrefb. me; 
et That the grief tobe.caft out into a seer nek 
. | Doth not fo much diftrel’m me. 


a iF or when God {aw his otoples is own at our Town; 
i That together they could not hit it, 

eS But that they had learned the language of Askelon, 

Sad one with another could chip tt : Aah 


if ‘He then fav it time to fend in a buf te EIf 
a A Foyner to take them afunder, — 

. ‘That fo they might learn each one to deny a 
. And fo to peece together. 


oH Whenthe breach of their bridges and all sheiy bike AYO» 
es . And of bim that School teaches « 

re i When the breach of the Plague, and of their Trade alfo. 
te Could not.learu them to dee their breaches :.. 


me by By lof of health, and peace,  - 
. Yea, withall to break in wpon their Magiftrates 
| That fo. their pride mig acAlea. 3 


| s€ribram veri- As: Difputation j is well called the Sieveof Truth, fo in his 
ase Poletieal labors he was a feeker thereof in love-his {cope was 
i the glory of God, unity of the Churches, and the edification 
-ofmen, notthe oftentation of wit. It was his holy ambition 
not to feem'to belearned, but indeed tobe bettered : A fincere 
Seeker of light, nobef victory. Witnels his. brotherly accept- 


ance 


‘a Then God faw it tine to break out on their Minifterss 
iM 
| 


The Life of MF J oHN Go TT ON. 


ance of Dt.Twiffe his Examination of Mr. Cotton's Treatife 
of Predeftination, from whom he acknowledged that he 
received light thereby, and was ready to attelt the great 
abilities of the Doctor, that Star (if any of this Age) of the 
firft magnitude. *Tis true, Mr. Cotton's mind was then exer- 
cifed concerning the point of Reprobation: Touching the 

‘at of BleGion, *tis fufficiently known he was not only Or- 
thodox, butalfoclear. Asthere were of old that pretended: 


rhe Predeftinarian herefie to have had its rife from Aaftins » 
and Grevinchovins of late bluthed not to fay of the famous: . 


Dr. Ames, that Arminianornim males, Améefives Pelagianizat, 
Ames Pelagianizeth. So, the wonder is lefs, if this found and 
“adicious Divine hath not efcaped the imputation of Armi- 
nianifm from fome,notwithftanding the redundantteftimony 
of his Dorie, and generally of all that knew him, to the 
contrary; yea, that occafionally he hath been’ heard to fay 


by Teftimony yet alive, and aboveexception, That he looked 


at Arminianifin as another Gofpel, and directly contrary to 


the tenor of the Covenant of Grace. What Melanthon (our Mi Doétor, non~ 
quaro meam 


gloriam in hoc 
negotio, fed ver - 


fought not his. glory, but Gods truth. So ablean Opponent jjratem.. 


ordinary Parallel ) fometimes faidof himfelf to Eccius, may 
here be truly applied to him: Mr. Corton in his Difputations 


wasrare, fo candid an Opponent more rare: He that fell in- 
to bis. hands, was likely to fall foft enough ordinarily-(except 


through hisown defaulr) not likely to lofe any thing befides 
his Error.. 00 20° aioe owl 200170 


"4 mans wifdom maketh his face ta fhine. Hehad a happy, His wiltom.. 


a quick,comprehenfive,and benign Underftanding, as having 
received the manifeftation of the Spirit, ‘for the fervice and 


profit of others. To difcover the mind of God, and'there- - 


withthe fentence of Judgment, in matters too hard for in- 
ferior Judges, was-nio small part both of the worth and ufe- 


fulnefs of him that» was to minifter*before the Lord: The 


reen of Shiba proved Solomon with hard queftions. There 


ig fcarce any gift that more-approximates the Receiver unto - 
that which the learned call'a Divine, then an’abiliey in fome ~ 


meafure to fend away religious Cafuilts, asthe Wife-man did 
that renowned Queftionift, which. communed with him of 
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allthat was in her-heart, And Sodomy told her all her quefli- 

ons,there wasriot any thing hid from the king that he told her 

not: » It feemed good unto the Father of lights to make this 

happy:inftrument, ;, not only. to excell his Brethren, but in 

many vefpects, upon this Account to excell‘himfelf: “A grace 

fo far-acknowledged in him, asthat all forts, both the Ma- 

. gifirate and private perfons, learned and unlearned,exercifed 

with their refpecive cafes of Confcience, waited under 

God in fpecial manner upon’ his lips for knowledge, and 

fought: the Law°at-his mouth. Hear to this purpofe the 

Teftimony of Mr Davenport..that Eminent and: Reverend 

man of God, the faithful Paftor- of the Church ‘at New- 

Haven (a Witnefs above many). in his own words, as fol- 

. . foweths gs 2n2 4: oly? cai 5 | 

“‘ His forced flight from, Boftow to Londonfor ‘his fafety, 

-“* from perfuit.of the purfevants. fent to apprehend -him, 1 

well remember :,and admire the fpecial: providence of 

“ God towards my felf and fome others in it, amongit whom 

|“ fafe retirement and. hiding places were provided-for-him, 

i “Sin and about London. For fome of us agreed: together to 

cl | “‘ improve that opportunity for a.conferénce with him, about 

6 eee \., {othe grounds. of bis judgment, and: practice, whereby the 

ae _ ~ “© Church was in-danger to be: deprived of him, and of the 

rf ih * benef of his precious gifts, hoping that God might bleffe 

eS “the fame, for the communicating’ of further light, either 

ht “to him: or tous. Two points were the principal fubje@ of 
2 oo 1Soundifeourle; conich or osiicid dias equi oblives 

ih “14 -Touching thelimitation- of Church-power, to mat- 

~“ ters commanded; netto thingsdifferent’s says oily we pinges 

_ “2° Touching the office of Bifhops, ‘whether the Scrip- 

“" ture-Bifhops be appointed to rule a dioceffe,or a patticelar 

“ Congregation. The difeuRing of thefe caufed much debate 

““ between us, about the: meaning and extent. of the fecond 

** Com mandment'beth inthe negative & the affirmative part 

“of it, and a diligent examination ef what had -béen 

‘Printed, in, defence of, conformity to the ceremonies im- 

“poled, viz: Mr wheatlies arguments in: his Care-clouk, Mr 

 Byfelds, QD v. Pete 2. 13), and others, with fuch arguments 

. ; as 
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The Life of Mi Louw~n Corton. 
“as, were either produced, -or invented, and urged by any 
4¢ of our felves : Unto all which he anfwered with great evi- 
“ dence of Scripture light, compofednefs of mind, mildnefs 
“of Spirit, conftant adhering to his principles, and keep- 
“ing themunfhaken, and himfelf from varying from. them 
* by any thing fpoken ad oppofitam. When Iobferved, chat 
«© ail thishe did notin fpeech only, but alfo in fundry wri- 
46 tings (the Copies whereof Ihave) without the help of any’. = 
<i hook but the Scriptures, wherein he wasmighty , and yet . 
“« matters'that required variety of reading,whether for con- = 
<< Femation of the truth, or confutation of the contrary, fell 4 
“frequently into difcourfe inter partes, I admired Gods pre- 
* fence with him, andaffiftance of him, quickening his ap- a 
“ prehenfion , . and invention, ftrengthening his memory, | 
“ -compofing hismind, and governing his Spirit far beyond 
‘what Yhad taken.notice of any-man before him. The i: 


“6 reafon of our. defire to confer with him ‘rather then 
“ any other touching thefe weighty points, was our for- q 
“mer knowledge. of his approved Godlinefs, excellent 
“learning, found judgment, eminent gravity, candor, -and ® 
“ fweet temper of Spirit, whereby he could placidly bear 
<< thofe that differed from him in their apprehenfions. All 
“cwhich and much more we found, and-glorified God, ir 
“him, andforhim. laid 

- So equal a contention between Learning and Meeknefs 
is feldom.vifible in any-one perfon. Of afofes we thus 
‘read, Now the man A4cfes was very meek, above allths 

men that were upon the. face of the Earth. The Con- “e 

(ciences of thofe that knew him appealed ta, he will be . | 
acknowledged amongft the. meekelt of-the Earth in his if 

days: it. 

on forced hereto makea paufe : So.confpicuous was this 

grace in him, that multitudes beheld it, not without making 
extraordinary mention therof. ’Tis true,he-had an advantage 
above many in his natural conftitution,and its influence from 
his, education, heightned intellectuals, andfmoralities, was 
not inconfiderable, but that which gave the being of meek- 
nefs, which fanéiified & perfected all,was the grace.of chrift 
-E He 
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ON 


- He was of an acute apprehenfion, therefore eafily fenfible of 3. 


but fo little in his own fpirit, tha 
left fuch impreftions upon him 


He had well learned that leffon of G. 
times to flie from an injury by 


the was-not eafily provoked. 
byaninjury. Senfiblenefs of dithonor done to God b 
or of what the offender had’ done unto himfelf by fin 


y fin, 
ning, 


» as that his taking notice of 
any injury done unto.himfelf, was not ufually taken nof: 


ice of. 
regory; It is better often- 


filence, then to overcome i 
by replying. It was Gryneus manner, to 
with Chriftian taciturnity. Afelant€bon ov 


anger, and his own grief, with mildnefs, pati 


revenge Wrongs, 
ercomes Luther's 
ence, and prayer. 


and foftnefs of the Wool! breaks the force __ 
of the Cannon, and {o faveth both the bullet and it felf.” If 
Inferiors expoftulated unneceffarily with h : 
tiently hear them, and give them a brother 


im, he would pa- 
ly account, paci- 


fying their minds witha gentle, grave, and refpective an{wer.- 


Take one inftance of that kind inftead of 
his Hearers then fick of fingularities, and fefs able to Bear * 


found doGrine, following him home after his publick labors 


inthe Affembly, and in ftead of better en 
him that his. Miniftry was become eith 


couragement telling 


gently anfwered, Both, Brether ! without further-opening 


his mouth in hisdefence choofing rather to own 
tation, then to expoftulate with the Imputer. 


the impu- 


Difputations are great trials of the fpirits of intéllisent 
men. Hooper and Ridley were patient Martyrs, yet fomewhat 


impatient Difputers. TheSynod held 


ters were then circumftanced, was 


at Cambridge, as mat- 
unto this good man an 


hour of temptation, above what ordinarily had befallen him 


in his pilgrimage ; yet-fuch was 
throughout, asargued in the conf{cie 
gular patience, and left hima Mir 


his: eminent behaviour 
nce of the fpectators fin- 


ror for the temperament. | 


. , ‘ ‘ ais ai : 12 
mildnefs, and government of his dpirit: Pious meeknefs fits 


for Church-fociety. It was he than 


whomavas nota meeker 


man upon earth,who continued Irael inChurch-com 


and continued in communion with Ifrael; notwith 


- their manners in ‘the wildernefs. “To infticute, and preferve -. 


iniirumentally Church-communion, 


munition, - 


ftanding 


“Gofpel-fellowthip, {6- 
| ciety, 


many, unto one of | 


er dark, or flat: He .- 


\ 
a 
“| 
q 

a 
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ciety, and purity, in the exercifes that accompany the re- 
moval of (as it were) a Nation out of a. Nation, Change of 
Ecclefiaftical sovernment,with the many temptations of this 

~ Defart, called for another Afofes: Neither the fpirit of fe- 
paration nor pollution can attain it. To hold communion 
with men that are firiners, without having communion with 
their fin, isthe only fociable f{pirit. To extend communion 

where the rule.commands, and to deny communion where i 
the rule forbids, qualifieth us to live with God and map. ~ . 
They that are ftrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the | 
weak. Pillars muft be-bearers, elfe the building falls. The ee) 

infirmities of the weak brethren, are the trials and burdens. Re. 

of thofe-whieh are ftrong. Itfareth ill with the little one, . 
when the frowardnefs of the Child exceeds the patience of - 
the Nurfe. Thofethings in nature which cannot fuffer, can- - 

not mixe. Timber that will not endure cutting , isuntit for 

jointing. The fword that.is good metal will bow to the hilts, 
and yet come ftrait again...No metal more folid then gold, 
~go metal more yielding under the hammer. The fame Heaven i 
~ hath the name of Firmament for its ftability, and of the Ex- ay 
panfe for its being ftretch’d out likea curtain,and compafling '. 
about therefidue of the Creation, The finews.which are the os 
members of moft {trength, are alfo members:flexible every ee 

way, for the better motion of the whole body. Denial of i: 

regular communion, is injurioustothe body. Rigoris {chif- 

matical, Indulgence is defiling , both-are fcandalous and de- . : 
ftructive. Piety and meeknefs preferve the unity of the Spirit 
inthe bond of peace.: Eccins lometimesacknowledged unto 

Melanihon, that his mildnefs, and Pontanus his good-lan- 

guage, had-been very benelicial to the Proteftantcaufe, Yet — 

though he was fo gentle, meek, and flexible, chat men might 

- perfwade him above what.could.be ufually expected from 
men.of hisworth; inthe thingsof God. he was ftedfaftand 
unmoveable.  Afo/es the meekelt of men, in the caufe of God 
would not yield‘inthe leaf: Oar cartel alfo foall go withus. 
shere.oall nos.an hoof be left behind. “Panl, who pleafeth all 

- men inall things, ina matter fundamental giveth not place, 

no not for:an heur, Charity fo enduretivall things, as the 
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the Church of Ephefus is commended becaufe fhe cannor 
fuffer thofe that do evil.’ Afelanéthon’s milde nature, when 
fpiritualized and quickned by grace, drew forth the com- 
mendation of-an Enemy , but being left unto it felf, gave oc- 
cafion to his friend to complain: And here, faith Mr. Bright 
Quinetiam tu. max, (relating to the fpringing and fpfeading gangrene of - 
am fidem dy Confubftantiation ) I find thee-wanting ; O holy Philip? - 
Sas Luther at timesis too angry, Adelantthin fometimes is too 
tl * defidero. PP vemifs... The anger of the Old-man tsa fin; the anger of 
Brightman in the-New-man is a duty. Paccb curfeth the anger of the Pa: _ 
Apoc.-cap,3. triarchs,; God bleffeth the zeal of Phineas. The Sanctuary 
cannot want the fire which is from heaven, neither may it be - 
touched with the fire whichis from hell: Gentlenefs of dif.’ 
pofition,whéen a@uated by-Chrift,makes us fo‘much the more 
acceptable and profitable unto man: But if the Spirie with- 
draweth his affiftance, -we fall fhort of reaching Gods ends, , 
and the feafonable‘fuppreffion of exorbitancie. In which re- 
{pe@; if this good man had always had that voice founding’ - 
imhis heart, which one wifhed that mild Lantgrave of Heffen. 
: might have heard from the Smiths forge, [Darefce, durefce, 
Ny . awtinam & Lantgravins durefcat! | haply there are that think: 
mi, fome diforders, difturbances,; and irregularities might have - 
es ‘i been prevented by Gods blefling.- _ lit 
a But ordinarily, and in matters of greatelt weight the Lord 
waswith him. Though his forbearance was both obfervable - 
and very imitable in the things that concerned himfelf, yet 
he could not. forbear them whom he knew to be evil. An | 
j i : experience whereof-we faw concerning fome Heterodox 
4 {pirits, who by their {pecious difcourfes of Free-grace, and 
fubdolous-concealings of their principles, fo far deceived: 
him into a better opinion of them then there was-caufe, as 
wat notwithftanding they fathered their Errors upon him 
ingeneral, and abufed his Do@rine to the countenancing of 
their denial of Inherent grace in particular, yet he was flow — 
tobelieve thefe things of them, and flower to bear witnefs © 
again{tthem. But fo foon as the truth herein. appeared-to 
him, hear his own words taken out of his Letter written to — 
Mr. Davesport.. “ The truth is (faith he) the body - ae 
Bs emia aabies tt (6 Ga 


\ 


SEDGE ARREARS Capa Gd Noe EIS aL RR 


hoes eo TT ee 

The Life of MiJoun Cotto N- 
&THand is bent to backfliding «nto error and delifions: The 
“ford pity and pardomthem, and mealfo, who have been fo 
‘flow to fee their windings, and fubtile contrivances, and 
“inGnuations in all their tranfactions , whilft they. propa~ 
“sated their Opinions under my Expreffions, diverted to 
“their conftructions. Yea, fuch was his ingenuity and piety, 
asthat his foul was not fatistied without often breaking forth 


into affe@ionate bewai 

publick Affembly, fometimes in his P 
“Sermon, and that with tears. - 

He was a man ofan ingeauous and pio 

( 4s opportunity {erved ) to take notice of, and teltifie unto 


the giftsof God in his brethen; 

of them to him; and of others to them; both to their encou- 

rxeement, and the edification of many. He did not think 

himfelf'a lofer by putting honor upon his Fellow-Elders, but 

- was willing they {hould communicate wit 

“and love of the people: He was not only a fonof peace, en- 
joying the continual feaft of a good confcience with ferenity 
and tranquillity of affections at home ; but alfo a Peace 
maker, qualified by the graces forementioned to bea choice 


rayer, fometimes.in his 


Tnftrument in the hand of the Prince of Peace, amongft the 


Churches.’ Where, if any differences arofe, he was ready 
(béing called thereunto) ro afford his help for the compofing 
of them: and had a fingular faculty and ability therein, by 
that excellent wifdom, and moderation of spirit, which God 
in Chrift had given him, whofe bleffing alfo did ordinarily 


‘crown his endeavours with good fuccefs. 


ity of whofe ptofeffion gave caufe His Hofpitality 


- He was one, the reality o 

‘unto many to bleffe the: Author of Chriftian Religion, for 
the kindnefs of the Lord, fhewed unto ‘all forts by him : 
His Portion in the things of ‘this Life, exempted him 
from being an object of Envy in: that. behalf But yet 
behold quantum ex quantile, {0 much communicated out 
‘of fo litcle, wemay not here be altogether filent, concern- 
ing the Grace of Go 


power, yea above his power , he was beneficent unto o- 


thers, but efpecially to thofe of: the houfhold of cba 7 


ling of his infirmity herein, in the © 


us candor, rejoicing His Candor. © 


thereby drawing the hearts 


-himin the efteem — 


d beftowed apon him, whereby to his © 
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The Gofpel opened his heart, his lips, and the doors of 
his Houfe. A Bithop then muft be given to. Hofpitality: 
apttoteach, aswe have feenhim Dida@ical, fo you fhall 
find him Hofpital. He well remembred, that there is that 
~fcattereth, and yetincreafeth, and there is that withhold- 
eth more then'is meet, ‘but it cerdeth to poverty: Zhe 
Liberal Soul foal be made fat. Among others, his Fellow- 
_ laborers in the Minifiry’ were entertained with peculiar con; 
tentment. To reminde all inftances, would take up time: 
by fome of many, take his fpirit inthe reft. So it was: A 
Minifter (to {pare his name) which hadigotten into,the fel-- 
Jowfhip of that eminent: man: Mr. Arthur Hilderfoam, and 
many other godly Preachers, being acquainted with their 
 fecrets, betrayed him into the Prelates hands; who coming 
to Bofton, and meeting with Mr. Coston, this Gaivs had. not 
the heart to {peak to:him, ‘nor to invite him unto his houfe: 
which he faid;he never did:to his knowledg unto:any ftranger 
before, much lefs to-anyof his ewn order. I¢-was-the mor 
defty of others)not from any deficiencie in him, why the Pro- 
verb occafioned by that Corinthian, ‘was not-applicable alfo 
unto his dwelling: Dhereds always fome body at Gydon’ s:heufes 
Semper \aliquisin Cydonisdome. Some-years fince there. was 
~ brought unto Boffon a report ‘of the Neceflity of the-poor 
Saints at Sigaréa, a little'\Church, (whereof;the Reverend 
Mr. white then was, andiyevis their faithful Paftor). which 
fuffered much ‘extremity by reafon: of the perfecution of 
. their then-prevailing adverfaries, forcing them from Bar- 
_ mudas into the Defart-contihent: The found of whofe diftrefs _ 
was no foonerheardof,-but yomtght have heard the found- 
ing of his bowels,with many’others, applying themfelves 
unto a fpeedy. Collection, -and tranfporting it to,them.on 
- purpofe, for their feafonable relief: whemafter the example 
of the Churches in: Galatin, Adacedontas Corinth, and Rome, 
fending their liberalivies unto feru/atem.in. the days of the 
‘famine foretoid by 4 ¢abes, othe fame grace abouriding in 
‘the Churches ‘of thefe parts, they fupplied them tothe value 
“Of about Sevenchundred pounds , ‘Two hundred pounds 
‘whereof were gathered inthe Church of: Bojfer,.rio Papen 
| the 


the Contribution exceeding , and but one equalling the 
bounty of their then-Teacher. It is here remarkable, that 
this Collection arrived:there the very day ( or-thereabouts ) 
afterthofe poor people were brought to. a perfonal divifion 
of that little meal then remaining in the barrel, and not fee- 
ingaccording to man, but thacafter che eating thereof they 
mutt die a lingring death for want of food, And the fame = 
day that their Paftor. preached to them (it being the Lords ' 
day ) out of Pfal: 23.1. The Lord 1 my Shepherd, I fhad | 
‘wot wane : Atfuch.atime the good hand’of the Lord brought 
this faccor to-them from afar. To give quickly, doubleth, = 
but to‘give to the Saints-in a time. of: need’, ‘trebleth the. ¥ 

} 


aft. a . 
he ‘Whilft he was int Exg/and, bis eminent piety, fuccefs of his His fufferings » 
4abors,intereft inthe hearts of both fuperiors, inferiors, and from men. fa 
equals)’ dtew much envy upon him , and his Non-conformity _ 

added:theteunto, delivered himima’ great degree unto the © : 
willofhis Adverfaries; whofehour, andthe power of dark-. 
nefs being'come, fpared not to foot at him, and grieve him, 
not giving over untilthey had bereaved him of much of his 
hivelthood his liberty, Country, and therewith of the fweet 
fociety of lovers; fiends, and‘many ways endeared Acquaint- 
‘ance, much more precious to him then life it felf 
Yer the meafure of the afflictions of Chrift in thiskind, . 
appointed to be fuffered by-him inthe flefh, was not fulfilled : 
But lo; inthe time of his Exile, fome Brethren ( we do not 
fay they were not of us, being willing-to hope better things ) 
provoked by the Cenfire of Authority, though jultly, and . 
not withont tears infli@ed upon them, fingle out him as a - | 
chief obje& of their difpleafure, who though above other — | 
men declining! irregular’ ‘and unneceffary interefting of him- | 
felfin the actions of the Magiftrate; and (while opportunity 
Jafted) endeavouring their healing, yet muft now be requited 
evil for goody, “andthat by fome of them, who were former- ~ 
ty companions with hirain the tribulations of this Patmos, 
Refpectersiof shim; had taken fweet counfel together, and 
walked in the houfe of: God as friends. Merce is he with pen 
_ and’tongue blafphenied by them; for whom he formerly A Janae 
| | treated, 
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treated, and for whom ‘he:both then and afterwards wept 
and put on fackcloth. Such buffetings of Satan,though fharp, 
are medicinal at times to the excellentupon earth, who by 
reafon of the body of death indwelling ,sauft be kept weak, 
that.they.may be made ftrong. $n5ci3 leer sibs 

- Since this time alfo fome reverend, learned, and godly mena 
(haply in zeal againft the Congregational-way) fharpened 


_ their ftyle againft him. Which if it be the truth, as we be 


lieve it is, their fpeaking fo much ad. homwizem, efpecially to 
fuch a man,whofe love to any good men much exceeded their 
difpleafare'ro him, argueth too much of man; Howfoever 
he was then a fufferer for the Truth: In which refped the 
pious and ingenuous fpirit of learned Mr. Rather ford, though 


‘in purfuance of the Truth-he difputes ad idem, and with 


* Plutarch.de 


tapienda ex 
hoftibus utili- 
tate libellus. 


Atrength, .which.is-his praife and acceptable,» yet he pro- 


fefledly carrieth it as to.a Brother, not to.an Advetfary. 


There is an excefsin. too much fait, and not a-ittle to be 
complained of in perfonal and caufelefs afperfions from good 
men: That fmarts, thefe defile, That makes. lefs comfort- 
able, thefe tend us tomake us noprofitable. Rofes are not 
without their! pricks.’ The Archers have forely srieved-him, 


and fhot at him,and were difpleafed with him, buthis Bowe ~ 


abode in ftrength, & the arms of his hands were made ftrong 
_ by the hands of the mighty God of cob : From thence is the 
Shepherd and the Stone of Ifrael.. Anhoneft-minded man 
(faith Xenophon ). gets by enmity: And Plutarch writes:a 
Treatife concerning benefiting by our Enemies, adorning 
his difcourfe with that of Fa/on of Theffaly, whofe Enemy 
{tabbing him, and intending his death, only opened an ulcer 
-otherwife incurable, and fo faved his life. If men without 
God in the world having only ftar-light, and fearce fo much. 
as feeing men walk like trees, only feeling after the Lord, 
have thus fpoken, we fee the greater encouragement why 
-Chriftians, who are made light bythe Father of Light, and 


know Him that is Love, may (through grace)-not only {peak | 


‘better, but alfo practife accordingly. 7ob-can turn the book 
written againft hiff by his adverfaries, intoa crown. fofeph 


-igeling the benefit. of the Patriarchs unkindnels, is the more 


readily 


iad 


pitta 
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readily: difpofed to-forgive that wrong, whereby he finds 
himfelf made a great gainer. He’was a good Accomptant, 
who efteemed the reproaches of Chrift greater riches then 
the treafures of Egypt. “Pau/ takes pleafure in‘reproaches 
for Chrifts fake. The beft.and moft peaceable fpirits cannot 
hope. to fulfill their courfe in a Pacifique fea. The way of the 
moft excellent lieth through evil report and good report, 
through honor and. difhonor. To avoid the fouler part of 
the palfage, is notin the power of man: To walk.clean 
through it, To do well, and approve himfelf asa Minifter of 
Chrift in Suffering ill, is all that can be expe@ted froma man 
of God. Erafmus acknowledging fome men to do well in In hoc uno sva- 
fome things, will have Hieroms to excell in all. It wasa great *GeU ur_ai- 
Encomium which the German Phenix fometimes gave to Fi coin 
Luther: 1 (faith:he, fpeaking: of himfelf) am a Logician, fuit , quicquid 
Pemeranus sa Grammarian, 7 u/tus fonas is an Orator ; in aliis per par- 
but Larher isall. Let it fuffice to be faid of Mr.Cotton, that tes miramur. 
he was a famous Light in his generation, a ‘glory to both 2"4/™- ePift- 
; : nuncupat. pres 
Englands, and fuchan one, in whom was fo much of what fiza tom. 3. 
is defiteable in Man, as is rarely to be feem in one epiikHieron. 
Perfon. ~*~ | 
As concerning any Tenet wherein he may feem fingular, 
Remember, he was a.man, and therefore to be heard and __ 
read with judgment, and haply fometimes with favour. ae Gi 
: ae ay “os habere apofto- 
Hierom takes a difference-between reading the writings of los tallow Vel: 
the Apofiles,-and the Tra@ates of other Authors: T hey gilos trathato- 
(faith he) always fpake the truth , Thefe, as men, in fome res,dsc. Hier. 
things erre- Let him but receive with fome proportion to ¢p.t0.2. ep.tua- 
the meafure that he gave, and he will be found no debtor 
upon that account : No man did more placidly bear a Dif- 
Sentient. The Jews unto their own queltion, Why A/a and 
Jehefoapbar removing the Idolsin high places took not alfo 
~ away theBrazen-ferpent, give this anfwer: The fathers left 
4@ place for Hezekiah to exercife his zeal. That great Con- 
~ queror vainly feared, that his Father Phi/ip’s victories woud 
deprive the Sonof an opportunity to improve his magnani- 
mity. Muchfthe wifdom of God, both inthe Scripture and 
Creature, is ftillunfeen , and it hath been judged but‘meet, 
: thar 
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that each Age fhould contribute fomewhat toward the fuller 
difcovery of Truth. But this cannot be, except men of a 

Ry larger Acumen, and greater induftry, may be permitted to 
on tanquam a Se a een : spat 
uation communicate their notions, efpecially whillt (as Ay fini 


rator. Aug. Of pofition; rather as Indagators of Scripture-light, then as 
Rial. 85, Dictators of private Opinions. A Prophet may be heard), 
whilft he fpeaks with a fpirit fubject to the Prophets, 


Thefe are the times that paffed over him: We are now 
approaching to his Noviffima verba, his laft words: which. 
the Antients, out-of an opinion that the Soul became more 

,, divine towards its Diffolution, looked at as Oraculous. The- 
q cxevecé. motions of Nature are more intenfe, as they draw neer to-. 
@ Kees ® wards the Center. Xenophon perfonates Cyrus as infpired 
£16 JESS LIM/> : : Piha 
&e. whilit he bequeaths his Fatherly and Farewell counfels to 
Xen, lib. 8. his people, friendsand fons. Davids Saft words have their: 


David. . 

The begix-. Being calledto preach at a Neighbor-Church, he took. 
ning of his. wet in his paffage over the Ferry, andnot many hours after 
iy ficknels. \. he feltthe effect, being feifed upon with an extreme illnefs: 

Fé q ‘inthe Sermon, This providence, when others bewailing the- 
s. : fad event, which according to fecond eaufes feemed fo eafily 
a evitable, {pake varioufly of, he comforted himfelf from, In 

ie that he was found fo doing. Decet imperatorem ftantem cade- 

| - ve, Itisthe honor of a Commander to fall ftanding. It was 

a Auftins uftal with, that Chrift when he came might find him 

4 aut precantem, ant predicantem, either praying, or preach- 


‘Ruidergo Cine NB Calvin returns this anfwer unto his-Friends, diffwading 
quiebar) vultis bim from his labor of dictating and writing, when his fick- 
me otiojum & nefs prevailedupen him , What (faith he) would you that 
domino depre- the Lord fhould find meidle? After a fhort time he com- 
pi * Invit-.\fained of an inflammation of the lungs, and thereupon. 
mie found himfelf Afthmatical afterwards Scorbutical ( which 

both meeting in a. complicated difeafe ended ye days) info-. 
‘much that he was forced.to give over thofe comforting 
drinks which his ftomack could not want:]fhe ftil ufed we 

~ / t R 
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tanguanivera- his time ) they ufe this liberty by way of difquifition, not — 


Emphafis, becaufe his laft : Now thefearethe laft words of 


4 
! 
q 
: 
j 
% 


5 a ¥: ae TESS RE abe DSS PS Se eae oe ENT OO Le a ee a as Sens eg i 
| Soe: aS i : SS SEER ESS SSS ES SY SSeS an cane Ue SR SSE eee 
aes eal ae MOR cose URS SG a ane ees Ses SES ON SN 

‘ j 


ae fp 


The Life of M' Joun Cotton. 
the inflammation grew infufferable, and threatned a more 
fharp and {peedy death: If he left them, his ftomack forth. 
with ceafed to perform its office, leaving him without hope 
of life. . ; 

By thefe Meffengers he received the fentence of Death, 
yetin the ufe of meanes attending the pleafure of him in 
whofe hand our times are, His labors continued whilft his 
ftrength failed. November 18 He took in courfe for his 
Text the 4 laft verfes of the 2 Epiftle to Timothy. Salute 

Prifca and Aquila @c. Giving the reafon of {peaking to fo 
many verfes together, becaufe otherwife, he {aid he fhould _ 
notliveto make an end of that Epiftle. He chiefly infift- ee) 
edupon thofe Words, Grace be with you ak, {2 ending that 
Epiftleand his Lectures together. For upon the Lords Day 
following, he preached his laft Sermon upon fobs 1. 14, 
And the Word Was made flefh and dwelt among us , (and we 
beheld bes Glory, as of the only begotten Son of the Father,) 
full ef grase and Peace. 

Now, he gave himfelf wholly to prepare for his diffolu- | 
tion, making his Will, and fetting his Houfe inorder. When s 
he could no more be feen abroad, all forts, Magiftrates , % 
Minifters, Neighbors, and Friends far off, and thofe neer at - 
hand, efpecially hisown Peoplereforted unto him daily, as 
to a publique Father. When the Neighbor Minifters vifited 

- him (in which Duty they were frequent) he thanked them 
affectionately for their love,exhorting them alfo, as an Elder 
and a Witnels of the fufferings of Chrift, to feed the flock ; 
encouraging them,thatwhen the chief Shepherd fhal appeare, 
they fhould recetye a Crown of glory, that fadeth not 
away. 

pndite himfelf to grow weake, according to that of - 
Fames, he fent for the Eldersof the Church of Bo/fon to pray 
over him: which laft folemne duty being performed not with- ; 
out much affection, and many tears, Then (as Policarp a Ofoginta fex 
little before his Death faid, he had ferved Chrift fourfcore 2778 Mi/2r- 

and fix years, neither had heever offended himinany thing) jn ;¢ ie 

- fo he told them, (Through grace he had now ferved God guam. Euteb, 

' forty years, It being foleng ee his Conyerfion : through- lib.4. cap. 15. 
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- The Life of Mi: Joun Corton. 
out which: time he had ever foundshim faichful-to him, 
thereupon taking oecafion to exhort them unto likeeflé@ 
chat Pau/fometimes did the Elders of Ephefus, a little before 
they were to fee his face no more : Take heed therefore unto 
jour (elves andtoak the flock, over which the Lora hath nade 
, youover-feers, to feed theC hurch of God, whichhe bath pur- 
chafed with bis own blood. Particularly he lamented the tove 
of many, yea and fome of their own Congrtgation grow- 


more for their watchfulnefs inthat refpe&. Which done; he 
thanked them for their brotherly and loving affiftance to 
him in their holy fellowfhip, and’commended them to thé 
bleflingof God. Sem 
Tt remains that we now behold his pious Confort, with 
thofe Olive-plants that fate lately about his Table, ga- 
thered together about the bed of a departing husband, 
and'dying Father. This was-his ultimate folemne tranf- 
a@ion with man in this World, Silverand Gold (though 
he wanted not) he had net much’ to give them, but the 


ha nea words to his Afcanins are fitted to his lips. - 


Pe ks Difce puer virtatem ex me, vertemgae laborem, 
fencid. 12. F ortunam ex alivs —_— 

Sons, piety andinduftry learnof me, the way to great- 
nefs in this World is to be learned of: others, - Antiquity trea- 
fared up the Counfels of dying Parents, as fo many Oracles. 
Tfaac is follicitous to bleffe, and his Son defirous to be 
bleffed before his death, The Father of the faithful his com- 
manding of his Children after him to keep the way of the 
Lord. is a means whereby God brings upon Abrahans that 
which he had fpoken of him, Solomon, who remembers the 
Prophefie that his Mother taught him, furely hears that 
charge of his Father ftill founding in his ears, And thou So 
Jomen my Sox,eec. 1 know his children whom -he inftrumen- 
tally bleffed ,fhall be bleffed intheir relation, in thefe charges, 
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\ ing cold to the Ordinances, calling upon them fo much the, 


benedi@ion of a righteous. Parent they are-to expect: 


commands, -countfels, bleflings, whilft they walk in the my. 
| 0 
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of-their Father, and keep. the memory of his example, and 
his endeavors relating to them, inthe Repofitory of-a pure 
Confcience.. : ) 


 AnditParatsyergrnil beatinss: 
In patre vivit gnatus, in guato pater - 


What Family more happy themhis,whilft the Father liveth 
in the children, as the. children live in their Father? That 


Reverendand Godly man Mr wil(on, (who excelleth in love, . 
a3Mr Cotton didin light) the faithful paftor of the Church, . 


taking hislaft leave of him, and moft ardently praying unto 
God, that he would lift up the light of his Countenance 
upon him, and fhed his love into his Soul, he prefently 
-anfwered him in thefe:words : . He hath done ss alreaay, 
Brasher <7a5 Piao 

His work now finifhed-with.all men, perceiving his -depar- 
ture to be at hand, and having nothing to do, only that great 


work of dying inthe Lord, he totally compofed and fet him- - 


‘felf for his diffolution,.defiring that he might be permitted 
to.improve the littke remnant of his life without any con- 
fiderable impediment to his private devotions, and divine 


foliloquies between God and his Soul. For that end he canfed . 


the Curtains to be drawn : anda Gentleman and brother of 
thé Congregation that was much with him, and miniftred 
unto himin hisficknels, to -promife him, that-the Chamber 
fhou!d be kept private. But a while after hearing the whit 
pering of fome brethren in the room, he called for that 
Gentleman, faying, Why do you break your word with me? 
Anexpreffion fo circumitanced, as that the impreffion there- 
of abidech unto this day, in the heart of that godly man, 
whofe omiflion gave-him: oceafion fo.to fpeak: . Not long 
after(mindful no doubt of that great: helpfulnefs which he 


received from that forementioned brother .throughout-his- - 


vifitation) he left him with thisfarewel = -The Ged that made 
you, and bought you With a great price, redeem your body and 
‘foul unto himfelf. Thefe words were histédde phuaw, his 
Jaft words, after which he was.not heard to-fpeak,. but lying 
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the hands of him that gave it, . December 23.1652. between 
eleven and twelve (after the bell had called to the Le@ure, 


Thus preventing the Affembly in going to fee, what they 


were but going to hear) being éntred into the Sixty and 
eighth year of his age... So: ceafed this. Suver-trumpet, .wait- 
ing for the found of the laftTrump. The eyes_of his dead 
body were foon clofed, but before that, the eye of his ever- 
living foul beholds the face of Jefus Chrift. 

Upon the 29.day the Body was interred within a Tomb of 
Brick, @ numerous confluence of all Degrees, from all parts, 
as the feafon would permit,orderly accompanying the corpfe, 
borne upon the fhoulders of his Fellow-Minifters, unto the 
chambers of death, not only with fighs and tears, and 
Funeral-Poems, allin abundance, but with the folemnity of 


forrow of heart it felf, alas! too manifeft in the carriage and 


countenance of thofe, whofe vifage was asthe vifage of them 
which are bereaved of the breath of their noftrils. The In- 


habitants of the Land might have faid, Ths was 2 great. 


mourning. Such were New-Englands tears for the Man of 
their defires, of whom they (and efpecially his own Congre- 
gation) cannot {peak without lamentation unto this day, — 
—Fuimus Trees, fuit lliam: 
New-England was, and. flourifhed. | ss 

Now our Candlelticks cannot but lament in darknefs, when 
their Lights are gone, And the Thrones of David mourn, 
that fo many of our late Worthies can be feen there no more: 
‘Our defiderable men that remain, remove from us, and few 
they are who return again. And as for'thofe that rife up a- 
mongit our felves, fuch is the portion of this Jerufalem, 
(that though for her time the hath not been an unfruirful 
mother, yet.) they are but few that will guide her amongtt 
all ‘the. fons which fhe had brought forth, yea very few 
that take her by the hand of all the fons which fhe hath 
brought up. Thusare our trials increafed, and our ftrength 
decreafed, that we might learn to truft in God. What the 
counfel of the Lord is concerning the bereaved Churches of 
New- England, isa folemnand awful meditation.. a 

C 


SeneR 


The Life of M'Jo i N Co.r TON, 


fome hidurs fpeechlefs, quietly breathed out his {pirit ‘into 


; 
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The non-confidering that the righteotis are takemaway 
from the evil to come, was a fymptomatical and threatening 
incogitancie in I[aiah’s days. Sure we are that Jofiah was 
gathered unto’his Fathers, that he might, not fee the evil 
that was tocomeupon Jerufalem. e4xgaftine is taken out | 
of the world, before Hippo istaken by the Vandals, Baxaus 
is gotten to his better Country, before Heidelbergh andthe ey 
Palatinate ave delivered into the power of the Enemies. | 
Whatfoever it be, we may not here filence that monitory 
Apparition in the Heavens that appeared about fourteen 0 quantum dr 
days. before, and according to the report of fome obfervers lee Deo, wi 
thereof was not feen here, after this man of God wastaken mplitaceb ner 
from amongftus. Itwasa profane jelt of Vejpatian, who 
feeing a bearded Comet, faid, This Prodigie belongs to the 
. King of Parthia that wears long hair, meaning, it did not 

belong unto himfelf who wore fhort hair :. But foon after 

followed the death, not of the King of Parthia, but of Ve- 

fpafian. It'was a Chriftian and imitable fpeech of Lodowick, 

the Firft,who unto his:Aftronomer,feeing him obferving the: 

Comet, and (to prevent an ominous and afflicting contftru- 

ion inthe Emperorsheart ) alleadging thofe words in the 

Prophet, Be net difmayed at the figns of veaven, thus replied, 

T imeamus Conditorem bajus Comete, Let us-fear the Creator 

of this Comet, not the Comet it felf, and fet us praife his 

clemencie, who vouchfafeth to admonifh our fluggifhnefs. 

with fuch figns. : 

_ Many inftances we have in Hiftory of Diffention in Re- = 

ligion,and Herefies following upon thefe Meteors: A Comet. a 
| preceded the Furies of the Enthufiafts in Germany, 1533 
/- the genuine offfpring of whom is that generation commonly 
_ known by the name of Quakers. Comets-are fignal, though: | 
not caufal: They are fignal asto changes of Divine provi- 
dence which befall men, though they have no caufal influ- ro 
ence upon the minds of men. And beit fo; that in themfelves:. | 
fmply confidered, future Events, whether good or evil, are’ 
illegible, yet when they are placed in Conjunction with 
Scripture: predictions concerning. the, iniquities of men), 
sipening for the execution of Divine vengeance, being in- 
; terpreted: 
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The Life of Mi joun Corton, 
“terpteted according to the word of their Creator, they are 


“not without inftruction. » 7. 
“Mr. Cotton (upon his enquiry after the'motion of this 


2 Sam 


Awvered, That he thonght it portended great Changes in’ the 
‘Churches. But that which further calleth upon us not to be 


Bh ainmindful of fadder Viciffitudes probably impending , is the 
i formidable Apoftacie both from the Order and Faith of the 
7 a - Matth.oq. Gofpel, appearing and threatening us in this Age. Chrift 
a ae mentions prodigious Tenets of falfe Prophets , and falfe 

. a Chrifts arifing , as (fometimes at the leaft) figmal of Publick 
i calamities. As the concurrence of multitude of Herefies and 


Fides menftrua mutability in Religion, which gave occafion to that oppro- 
| ‘prious and horrid Proverb, The Chriftians Faith ts menfiru- 

ows, Wasameans to bring in Antichrift : fo the prefent ve- 

sation of Confciences, and of the Civil Eftates with uncer- 


-tendencie ‘to bring back’the Infallible Chair. People will 
accept of a-quiet Harbor, though upon hard conditions, 
ratherthen be afflicted with continual toflings in ftormy 


ce then to dwell with the terror of a continual Earthquake. 
~~ Hea Pietas , ew prifca Fides? 


‘Ic was no defpicable ftratagem of the old Serpent,knowing 
the time of the paffion of Chrift, and of the baptifm of the 
“‘Apoftles, with the baptifm wherewith he was to be baptized 
then .approaching, ‘to indifpofe the minds of the Difciples 
thereunto, by poffefling them'with a pleafing , but falfe ex 
pectation-of agiorious and temporal Kingdom of Cheift in 
this world to beat hand. Perfecution doubtlefs had been'a 
‘mote fuitable meditation for James then to feck great things 
‘for himfelf;' who notwithftanding his dream of a Kingdom, 
was not long after killed’by the fword of Herod. Time will 
fhew, whether we have more caufe to fear the death-of the 
Witneffes yet to come, or to conclude the time-of their fack- 
doth: to be over. “His advertifement feemeth weighty that 
Non telleth 
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tainty and manifold Herefie in matter of Faith, hath no {mall 


Seas. “Tis natural to man to covet any quiet Land, rather 


‘Comet ) being asked what he himfelf conceived of it, an- - 


- ‘The Life of MS Joun Cotton. 49 
tellechus, A credblous fecurity of their death as paft, af yet Plus fiquidem 
ro come, ts amore perilous error, then the expethation ‘of it as ad pietatem 

Ea _. valet calam- 
rocome, though already paft. Anawful waiting fora calamity rorig fusure 
conduceth more to piety, thema fecure putting from us the expeétatio, 
thoughts of the evil day. The Difciples-not minding the quan credule 
prediction of@brifts fufferings, but over-minding an éxteraal "7" de ea 
{rate of glory,’ meeting with the Crofs, were fo offended, as rie fe 

that they were not free from fad mifgivings of heart con- curitas. Mead 
cerning their Saviour: Bur we trusted that it had. been he Com.Apoc. 
shat foould bave redeemed Irael.. Whereas onthe other hand “P-1!- 
the poor Albsgenfes fighting the battels of Chrift Jefus in de- 
fence of the Gofpel againtt Simon Afontfore, though over- 
come by him witha great flaughter, and upon that advan- 
tape of providence taken, follicited by the Bifhop of TF heloufe 
(then interceding for them ) that now God having by the 
event of war determined for the Romanifts again{t them, 
they would return from their Herefie unto the Catholick 
faith: They. (at :fuch a time ) having feafonably in their. 
hearts that Prophecte, And it was given unto them to make Revel.13.7. 
war with the Saints, and to overcome them; an{wered, That 
they were the people of God appointed to be overcome. 
—— Thus they firengthened their faith, by being overthrown, 
they.overcame the temptation, by being overcome; and fo 
not accepting of deliverance, were all flaintoaman. Poor 
Albigenfes \ooking feafonably at calamities to come, over- 
come; the Difciples looking unfeaforably at a Kingdom to 
come, are overcome. . wi hi / 


‘Times arein the hands of God, and to difcern the times 
isthe giftof God. Being defigned to fuffer is not fo great 
an evil, as grace to fuffer for the Defigners fake, is good: 
The condition of the Witneffes is higher in the Promifes 
of the great God ,. then ic is low in the Street of the 
great City. _-Their Afcenfion into Heaven after three days 
and a half , is legible long before their death. Atha- Nubecula ef. 
napus -feeth through the -ftorm , and -comforteth his cito prererabit. 
Fellow-fufferers , that Pulian’s Perfecution is but a little 
Cloud, and will quickly be over. That Motto fomewhat pa renebras 
altered by them of Geneva, is in this fenfe as true, and Jas. 
Hepsaloe 3 rr. Sg 
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Stupor ne fit 


an Spiritus vi- 
derit chriftis 
non valde tur- 
batus fun.dy'ce 
Mel, Adam.in 
vita Lutheri. 


The Life of M' Joun Corron. 
astruly alterable concerning every Confeffor, After dark- 
ne[s we lobk for light. Whether it be an aftonifhment of heart, 


or the didtate of the Spirit, Lurker leaveth the caufeofReligi- 


on howfoever unto Chrift;1(faith he) am not much troubled:: 
yea, Lhope as concerning the Event, above what I hoped.. 


God is able to raife up thedead : God is-abletg preferve his). 


caufe, though-falling, to raife ic up again:though falne ;. 
to promote when {tanding , if we be not:worthy, let it 


be done by others, Paced foretelling the predetermined and)- 


affliding vicifficudes concerning the tribes of //rael, com- 


forts himfelf. in. a. fafe iffue of all, as to Religion, and ’ 


the fincere .profeffors thereof, thus :.. J bave. Waited. for. 
thy falvation, O God! Salvationis a full renvedy :And them 
is opportunity for the falvation of God, when the Churches: 
tvibulationis fuch , as, that out of it, none but God can: 
fave. uf pace Doraapteb pian iiss 
‘The fixing of a Beleevers eye aright, hath.a vivifical and 
marvellous influence upon his ‘heart: Chrift beholding:the 
joy that was fet before him, enduredthe:Crofs;: defpifing the 
fhame, A Chriftian runneth cheerfully and undefiledly, 
ever the foulelt partof the race fet before him, looking unto: 
Fefus. The Council looking on Stephen {aw his face as:it 
had been-the face of an Angel: ‘The reafon is, Srephex looked 
ftedfafily into Heaven, and feeth the Son of manftanding:at 


the right hand of God. The beft of the fervants of God 


have lived-in the worft times. Noah was not fo unhappy that 
he lived in an unrighteous Generation, as he was happy in. 
being righteousinthat generationThough the captivity:took 


upfomuch.of Daniels life, yet when he fhall ftandimhis... 


lor,artheendof days, irfhallbe: no griefe of heart unto. 
him, that hewas both to fpend-andend his days in: Babylon. 
Tt willbetas well with thofe at thac day. who fulfilled: chein 
courfe uponearth, prophefying in fackcloch, as wich thofe 
who are referved to live in the glorioustimes-of the Gofpel. 
Tt is not material in what Ageave live, but that we live as we 
ought, in thac Age whereimwe live, <: ee cae 


Moriar.ege morte j4ftornm,& fit fits meus ficut illine. aD: , 
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Collected oxt of the writings and information 


Churchat New-Haven.  - 
fs The. Reverend Mr. Samwel Whiting, Paftor of the 
~Churchat Lisne. 
(Cthe Pious Widow of the Deceafed, and others, 


= Reverend Mr. john Davenport, Paftor ‘of the 
: 


- And compiled by his unworthy Succeffor, 
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Bu Anatomy of Melancholy. 


82 wr, John Goodwin's Redemption Redecmeds 
An Hiftorical Def{cription of the Eaft+Indies, 


a: Jacob Behmen’s My/terium Magnum, being an 
i Expofition upon Genefis, wf: oe 
ti Life and Death, by Durand Hotham £/q. 

i! Books in Quarto,» 

ie -Mr.John Norton's Orthodox Evangelist... 


Cotton of Boftonva New-England, 


o 


tae) feet Onthe 8,9; 10 Chapters of Job. 
Mr, John Goodwin’s Divine Authority of Scriptures. 


_ Aufmer.to-Mr-Edwards, 


Hagiomaftix, ot A Scourge for the Saints, . 
V indication of the Sentence past upon the late King. 
A Reply to AS, in vindication of the Congregational 
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” Frefh Difcovery of the high Presbyterian [pirit. 
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A Catalogue of {ome Books printed for 


- Life and Death of that defervedly famous Mr.John-. 


Mr.Caryls Expofition of the three fir Chapters of Job. . 
Continuation of his Expofition onthe 4,556.7 Chapters — 


Theomachia, Ox The danger of fichting against God, 
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Queries. concerning Government; 
Vindication of the Change of- Government, called 
Peace Protected:: + en 
“Difputations concerning the Extent of the-Death of 
 & Christ, ‘with Mr.Powel and Mr.Simpfon... 
 Expofition on Rom, IX... 
 Gatabapti{m.,. in vindication..of Infants Baptifms 
proving not only its lawfulnefs, but Divine inftic 
tution, . 
Goodwin's Pagans Debt and Dowry, 
Agreement and Diftance of Brethren, 
Defence of the true: meaning of Rom. 4.3.5.9. #2: 
; Aafmer to.MroWalker, oe ee 


abo POOR ern perme eA ge 
_ Water-dipping no firm footing for Church-communion, . 
Mr. William Allein’s Baptifmal Abufes, 
Doubt Refolved, ox Satisfaction tothe Seekers... 
Mr.Tombs Antipedsbaptifoe. 
Gofpel- Liberty, by Mr, Walter Cradock, «.. 


_. Threefold life of. man, ‘ 


Forty Queftions of the Souls Original and Nature.. 
jp O77, the too Teftaments,, Baptifn and Supper. 
“~ Mercurius Teutonicus, . ree, of Faith, 

Confideration of Infants Bapti{m by Mr.Horn, 

The Doctrine of Fuftification afferted and: vindicated ix 
 -Anfwerto Mr,William Eyre and Mr,.Baxtér,, NS 
. fine’, or, no-Monarchy.ia England; dy.Mi. William. 
on ele Ne He Shale Soo Rae 


“ Britifh and ontlandi[h Prophectes,, most of above 1000 | 
vit TAs etl very ancient , wherein.ts his Highnefs ; 
~« lineal defcent from the antient. Princes. of Britain, | 

~~ cleerly manifefting, that Hew the, Conqueror shy (0 
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The Prophecie of Daniel explained by Behraim Huit, | 
... Pafter of the Gharch at Wind for 7a Neéw-Eneland, 

The Saints Datly Exercife, by Dr.John Prefton, 
Mp JolinCotton’s Pouring ort of WR” | 


Power of the Keyes, 
Refurrection of the Churches, ae Sa 
"The Saints Humiliation, by Samuel Torthel, ~~ 
Abbot on Job, 0 | Lyd (Ok Retin 
Ow the Sabbath, — tui yh vane a 
The Works of By Stoughton, 9) © 4 ory 
- Marrow of Sacred Divinity, by Dr.Ames, 
An Expofition on the Canticles, by. Tho. Brightman, _ 
Reformation fure, &rc, by Sam.Faitcloth, 
‘The Spirit convincing of Sin, by Peter Stertey,. 
The Spaniards Cruelty and Treachery inthe time of Peace 
and War, si 8 . a eek thie he, SU Pe RRS Beg 
The Quakets Quakine Principles, by Ellis Bradthaw, 
Expofitions with obfervasions on feveral Scriptures, by 
j Thaac Pennington E/q:- ; vy * 5 \ : ee wo : % 
: Some Prophetical Pragnoticks of the Wars of Chriftendom 
written in High-Dutch by Paulus Felyenhore, Now 
made Englifh, Pa WE Cs 
‘Sevtral Sermons amd Difoourfes by Mr. William Dell, 
—Mafter of Gonvil & Cats Colledge, Catnb, 


gh 


. +. Books in 8°, largeandfmalh = - 
“The Inflitutions. or Fundamentals of the whole Body of 
 Phyfick, by that great and learned Plyfitian D.Sen= 
nertus Doctor, And Four Books of Agnesand Fevers, 
their Canles, Signs and Cures, by the fame Author. | 
sPhilofophy Reform’ d and Improved, in two Books , the 
one being: a Tranflation of Crollius Kingly Chymifts, 
_ the orher Paraceltus Philofophy.to the\ Athenians. 
Deine 


\ 


if i : —— fi en a. . Ss 
a aT TRE TY TUT TS OR TT pa ES 


Ree Sete TAR 


es = so ie Spee: 
4 


The Myffery of GOD. Tncannatesby Sam, Eaton, 
AVindscation of the Godhead of Chroft, by Sam Eaton, 


— Anttuiverfal.and Perpermal, Almanack, by JO, Catcher, . 
Silex Scintillans, or:The Bleeding Heart. Sacred Pocms, . 
The (econd Edition enlarged, with a fecond Part added | 


thereunta; by Henry Vaughan Selunefh, 
Magia Adamica, on, The dutiquity. of Magioks: vi the 
Decent thereof from Adaradowuwards i 


Lumende luming,. or ad\nem Magical light dé ecw : 
and communicated ta the wards we: wmstten me E. 


« Philalethégy 9, 4% 
The Garden. Jaeloledy.by Paul Hobiomy.\ 


Refi DSi or Se Iyaet -dental plainly and fully fet Sith pe: 
ly. definetvabhecome the nipple: of fer 


ascarheft 
ff us yao by Valentine, Wigelius. | 
An Englifh-Greek LEXICO N, containing the 


- Derivations and various Ex planations of all the Words. 
inthe New-Teffament, A Work exceeding ufeful fer 
private Chriftians, and recommended tothe Churches . 
_ by feveral eminent. Miniffers of Chrift in London, . 


By Tho.Cockyn late of C.C, zm Oxford, 
‘Books in 12°, large and fmall, 
The Chriftians Daily Walk in holy Security and Peace, 
by Mr, Scudder, 
The Godly Man’s Choices by the fame Author, | 
The Anatomy of Con{cience, by Mr.-Epbraim Huit, 
The right recetving of Chrift, by Mr.Jer. ieee | 
_A Treatile of Faith, by Ezekiel Culverwell 
The Dottrine of Faith, by Mr:John Rogers. 
Martyrs Flowers, “4 Clement Cotton, 


“ tees Ba Baas posre see 
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Divine Fopnies or A Trewileor ia Eyes difeorvering, the % 
_-vertues and vices thereof, by %.Dingley Mn. of Arts, 
Aftraca, of True Love's Mirror, by Leon, Willam Gent. 
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“Signs of a aiiie iiss ms MnByfield, . oR 


Saints Nofegay, by Samuel Clark,” te ; 
The Anchor of Hope for Gods tolfed ones, a john Wells, | 
Golden Sands, withfome few [hort Hints about the Riches 
of Grace, by John Bachiler, >” 
the Proteftants Prattice, or The: Compleat Chriftian' ie 
_ containing the Sum of Chriftian Divinity, by a Reve~ 
A | vend Father of the Church, ae 
ie ‘The Chymifts Key to fout and to opens or T. he true dabiane co 
of Corruption and Generation, by that judicious: and ; 
a i induftrious Artif, Henry Nollins,  ~ 
a? Short Arithmetick, or The old and tedious way off es 
_ _ bering reduced to a new and {hort method,by Ed.Hows, 
e Schola Cordis, or The Heart of it felf gone away from | 
> God, gone back again to him, sand begliesas 4) hits : 
ie in 47 Emblems. 
K Jacob Behmen’s Way to Chrift difervered, hereunto we 
annexed 4 4 ae of t the Complexions, Sons” 
: pe So ARO LRN e sid oy eee ees ae 
ae nt . id 
FINIS sah ae 
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Sree Re ray ee a anes y ay, Sot Sa BRT es Q ong EE LO ee Te Me 
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